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«  PREFACE. . NIt

implicating, among other domestic objects,
poultry, rabbits, fish, mutton, small beef,
and an equal abundance of -the superior,
as of the orchard fruits.

. In fine, I have avoided scientific detail,
and have addressed plain understand-

_ings in the plainest language, aiming at

. utility solely; and I trust, the keeper
of half a dozen hens ‘and a cock, in the

- corner of his yard, will receive informa-

_tion, in degree, equally useful and satis-

" factory, with another who may desire to

_enter upon the most extensive plan.

. The present or Seconp Eprrion, con-
tains additional articles on PuEasants, and
on SwinE: the latter I was induced to add

~on the representation. of several friends,

_that many persons who keep a poultry-
yard for the supply of their table, feel it

_convenient also to have a breeding sow,
or twq or three pigs, as a still more sub-

-stantial aid, in these extravagant times,

"towards the support of their household.
Such economists would surely desire to be

“led into the right path, and my friends






- PREFACE, ? ix

Agriculture, or Communications to the
Board. Asto considerable poultry-feed-
ers in and about London, granting there
be any such, "exclusive of the goose-feed-
ers, they must be sought; I apprehend,
among the poulterers, .

A critjc in one of the Magazines, ob-
jects to my position, that  no live stock .
is less liable to disease than the rabbit,
with regular and careful attention.” I
repeat the assertion, coupled with another,
namely, that without regular and careful
attention, no live stock is more precarious.

Muy 27, 1816.

Letter of the Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair,
Bart. to Messrs. Sherwood and Co.

(copy.)
Gentlemen,

T have read over Mr. Moubray’s Trea-
tise on Domestic Poultry, which seems to
be the best work hitherto printed on that
subject ; but it might be much improved

- a
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DOMESTIC POULTRY, &e.
L ] .
SECTION L

Various Species,

UNDER the term Domestic Pout-
TRY in this country, are generally under-
stood—the Chickenor Fowl, Turkey, Duck,
Goose, Pea and Guinea Fow!; to which,
perhaps, may be added, the Swan. The -
wild varieties of the above species, of the
duck more especially, are objects of pur~
suit to the sportsman, and to those inha-
bitants of the sea coasts, and of the vie
cinities of lakes and rivers, where wild-
fowl are taken in decoys for market,

B



2 Ciustoms of other Countries.

CUSTOMS.

In Britain, where a greater quantity of
butcher’s nieat is consumed, than probably
in any other part of the world, poultry
has ever been deemed a luxury, and con-
sequently not reared in such considerable
quantities as in France, Egypt, and some
other countries, where it is used more as
a necessary article of food, than as a de-
licacy for the sick, or a luxury for the
table. In France, poultry forms an im-
portant part of the live stock of the far-
mer, and it has been said of that country,
the poultry yards supply a much greater
quantity. of foad to the gentleman, the
wealthy tradesmap, and the substaptial.
farmer, than the shamnbles do; and it is
well know that, in Egypt, it has been from.
time immemorial, a considerable branch
of rural economy, to raise domestic poultry:
far sale, hatched in ovens by.artificial heat.. -
The warmer climates are far more favour-.
able. than ours, for the purpose of raising
pouitry, and the same rule necessarily.



Populgr Opinion.. - $

holds, with respect to this country, where
the warmest and dryest soils are best
adapted to this production, more espe-
cially of the chicken and the turkey.

- POPULAR OPINION.

It has been a general and popular topic
of declamation that, in former and pre-
sumed happier times, our small farmers® .
wives raised a superior quaptity of poul~
try, to that which has been produced of
late years; a'position, at best, very ques-
tionable, since poultry has never yet risen -
in price, beyond the porportion of other
- articles of food, and since the demand of
the markets has been supplied in as full a
measure as formerly. Suppose a heath
or common, on which poultry has been
customarily bred, is inclosed and improved
into farms, is it not probable that, gene-
rally at least, as large a quantity of poul-
try is reared, as upon the land in its former
state of waste? In fact, it is open to
the observation of every one that, poultry

» 82



4 Poultry, a Lurury.

bas never been in this country, a favou-
rite or prevailing article of diet, with the
lower or middling orders of the people;
thence our farmers, whether little or great,
could never be more profitably employed,
whether for themselves or the community,
than in the production of the more sub-
stantial articles of food : in the mean time,
the demand for the luxury of poultry -
never fails to be satisfied to the utmost ex-
tent, and a decline of price in that ar-
ticle, will be the natural consequence of
a general decline in the meat market.



Qualities of Flesh. 3

SECTION II.

Qualities of the Flesh of Poultry.

GALLINACEOUS FOWLS, OR CRICKENS.’
In the opinion of physicians, both
ancient and modern, the—flesh of the
chicken at three months old, is the most
 delicate and easy to digest of all other ani-
mal food; thence best adapted to the
stomachs- of individuals, or the constitu~
tionally weak, being the least alkalescent
of all animal food, free from irritation,
and affording a mild and innoxious chyle,
Age makes a striking difference in the
flesh of fowls, since after the age of twelve
months, it becomes tongher and more ine
soluble. The cock indeed, at that age, is
only used for making soup, whilst the
pullet is still excellent, although a more

: B3



6 The Capon—Turkey.

substantial viand than the chicken. Whilst
young, the cock and hen are equally de-
licate. '

" The CaPoN or castrated cock, has ever
been esteemed one of the greatest delica-
cies, preserving the flavour and tender-
ness of the chicken, with the juicy matu-
rity of age, the flesh yielding arich and
good chyle, and without any tendency to
inflammation. Capons are usvally cram-
med, and made excessively fat, perhaps
20 the verge of disease, in which state,
their flesh is neither so delicately flavoured, |
aor probably so wholesome, as when more
naturally fed. Indeed the flesh of the
barn door fowl, or that fed in a state of.
nature and at liberty to take exercise, is
poiversally acknowledged to excel in
genuine richness of flavour.: There is
probably greater variety of size, figure and
appearance, in the chicken, than in any
other species of fowl, and also consider~
able variety of quality, which will be
pointed out under their different heads.

The TurkEY. The flesh of the turkey ig



Guinea Fowls. 4

somewhat more dense of fibre, and moré
alkalescent and substantial than that of
the chicken, but it is reckoned nourishing
and restorative. Age produces a similar '
effect as in the chicken, whence the torkey
after a cerlain period, is good for little
except stewed.

The true black Norfolk turkey is
esteemed superior to all others. The
corpERr turkey, (see varieties) origi-
nally of the wild American breed, prov-
ed too tender, and degenerated in thm
country.

* GUINEA FOwWL are not 50 whwe.of
flesh as the common, but more inclined
to the pheasant colour; in quality, short
and savoury like the flesh of the pheasaat
and easy of digestion. In fact the guinea
fowl is reckoned by many, a good substi-
tute for the pheasant. They are very pro=
lific, and their eggs nourishing and goodk.

GuiNea FowLs are in season for the

table when game is going out, namely,
B 4 ‘












The Goose. 11

riety, are held to afford a food highly sti-
mulant, of a strong flavour, and viscous
quality, and of a putrescent tendency,
The flesh of the tame goose is more tender
than that of the wild, but generally, it is
a diet best adapted to good stomuchs and
powerful digestion, and should be sparingly
used by the sedentary and weak, or by
persons subject to cutaneous disease.

The fat, or grease of the goose, is more
subtle, penetrating and resolvent, than
the lard of swine, and is an excellent ar<
ticle to be reserved for domestic use, in
various cases. Sportsmen of the old
school, held the opinion, extraordinary as
It may now seem, that when a kennel of
hounds shew symptoms of ‘rabies, or
madness, the best prophylactic remedy,
is to keep a considerable flock of geese
in it, for a length of time; and the late
Dr. James, exceedingly attached to dogs,
inclined to give a degree of credit to
this presumed remedy, which, if real,
must consist in the saline and penetrating
qualities of the anserine excrement,

B 6



12 The Cygnet.

The SwaN. The cyguet or young swan
only, is reckoned eatable, and that after a
peculiar preparation, although in old
time the swan formed a dish of embel-
lishment and show at great feasts. Swan
fat possesses probably, much the same
qualities as that of the goose above describ-
ed, but is supposed somewhat more mild
and emollient. The skin of the swan ap-
plied to the parts affected, is said to be effi-
cacious in rheumatic pains, and to
strengthen the nervous system; applied to
the stomach, it dispels flatulencies and
assists digestion. _

- CyeNETs. Young swans are sometimes
fattened for home use, or presents, but
are not to be purchased.



Varieties. - 18

SECTION IIL.

GALLINACEOUS FOWLS,

Varieties,

WE have no history so ancient as the
domestication’ of the common cock and
hen.  The cock was supposed to be of
Persian origin, but the species has been
since propagated and introduced inté
general use, throughout the whole world ;
from east to west, from the burning cli-
mate of India to the frozen zone. Al-
though fowls used for the table are by
nature granivorous, yet all the various
species, the goose perhaps excepted, are
carnivorous likewise, and great devourers
of fish. , : :

The principal varieties in use, of the



14 Varieties.

common species, or FOWLS, are—DUN G-
HILL FOWLS — GAME—DARKING—PO-
LAND-—~BANTAM—CHITTAGONG OR MA=
LAY—SHACKBAG—SPANISH, and their
endless sub-varieties.

The common DUNGHILL FOWL needs
no description—of middling size, every
variety of colour, and to be found in every
part of the country.

Game.

GaME rowis are too well-known to
require a particular description. Their
plumage, particularly the red, is most
beautiful and rich, their size somewhat be-
low the common, and their symmetry and
delicacy of limbs to be compared with
those of the race horse and the deer, orin
more strict analogy, with the wild species
of their own genus.. The ancients kept
game cocks for the same purpose as the
moderns, and there is a game breed, at
present, existing in India, but I have not
hitherto obtained any information as to.the

8



erigin of our game breed, which has been
established during many centuries in this
country. Their flesh is of the most beau.
tiful white, and superior to that of all other
breeds of domestic fowls, -for richness
and delicacy of flavour, but the extreme
difficuity of rearing the chickens, from
their natural pugnacity of disposition,
shows itself at the earliest possible period,
and deters most breeders, excepting those,
who breed for the cockpit. ' I have many,
times had whole broods, scarcely feather-
ed, stone blind from fighting to the very
smallest individuals; the rival couples
moping in corners, and renewing their
battles on obtaining the first ray of light
On this aceount few can be reared, and
as this disposition, to a certain degres,
prevails in .the half breed, it prevents
crossing with the game cock, otherwise
a great improvement. The game eggs are
emaller than common, fine shaped and exs
tremely delicate. . .

Philanthropists are in the habxt of
seclaiming much against the practice of









18 Cock-throwing.

the Danes became so enraged that they
redoubled their cruelty, exercising still
greater severity over the English. Soon
after, however, the English being freed'
from the Danish yoke, they instituted
the custom: of throwing at cecks, -on
Shrove Tuesday, the day of their disap-
pointment, from a stapid and barbarien
. passion -of revenge against the inmocent
eause of their misfortune, instead of ad-
miring the natural viligance of the birds,
however unfortunately applied in a par-
ticular case: a reverse of the conduct of
the Romans, who honoured the vigilance
of the geese which saved the -capitol.
This infamous sport, although at first,
only practised in one city, in process of
time, became a national diversion, and re-
mains even to this hour, in some parts of
the country, exhibiting a strong taint of
original ignorance and barbarism in the
pational character, which has not beeu
wiped out by legislation.

Every one has heard the horrible story
of Ardesoif of Tottenham, who about



Atrocious Barbarity. 19

thirty years since, bemg dxsappomted by
a famous game cock refusmg to fight, was
incited by .his savage passion, to roast
the animal alive, whilst entertaining his
friends. The company alarmed by the
dreadful shrieks of the poor victim, inter-
fered, but were resisted by Ardesoif, whe
threatened death to any who should op-
pose him; and in a storm of-raging .and.
vmdlctlve delirivm, and wttering the most
_horrid imprecations, be dropped down
dead. I had hoped to find this, one
among the thousand fanatical lies, which
~ have been coined, on the insane expecta~
tion that, truth can be advanced by the
propagation of falsehoed ; -but to my sor-
vowful disappointment, on a late enquiry
among the friends of thie deceased mis-
creant, I found the truth of the horrible
story but 0o probable.

The Darkine Fowr, so called from a
town in Surry, where probably the va-
riety was first bred, and where, and in its
vicinity, they are to be found in great
plenty and perfection, ie, in the third de-












Bantam. ' 23

The Polanders are not only kept as orna-
mental, but they are one of the most useful.
varieties ; particularly on account of the
abundance of eggs they lay, being least
inclined to set of any other breed, whence
they are sometimes called everlasting
layers, and it is usual to set their eggs un-
der other hens. They fatten as quickly
as any breed, and are in quality. similar
to the Darking. .

Beside the Polanders, there is a small
" variety now imported from Holland,.
called EVERY DAY HENS, which are
everlasting layers.

BanTaMm, a well-known small breed,
originally from India, valued chiefly for
its grotesque. figure and delicate flesh.

There has been lately obtained, a va-
riety of Bantams, extremely small and.
as smooth legged as a game fowl. From.
sizeand delicacy, they are very convenient,
as they way always stand in the place of.
chickens, when small ones are not other-.
wise to be had. They ‘are also particu-
larly useful for sitting upon the eggs of













- Shackbags. o7

eess ; a cross between the Spanish and
our Darking breed, the best of which are
to be found in Sussex and near Woking,
Berks. The Spaniard is very large, the
plumage black, flesh. white and ‘deli~ .
cate, and the new variety equals in size
the old Duke of Leeds’ breed. They are.
well adapted for carons, and produce
the largest eggs to. be’ obtained.



28 The Turkey.

SECTION 1v.

The Turkey.

OF the. Turkxy or Meleagris, Buffon
and others assert there is but one species,
and the only varieties I am aware of] in
this country, are the corPER and WHITE,
"the former long in great esteem ; the iat-
ter of a most delicate whiteness contrasted
with its red head, said to have been ori-
ginally imported from Holland: and the
Norfolk black already described. ,

On the etymology of the word turkey, F
am altogether at a loss, unless we may
suppose such name to have been lu-~
dicrously bestowed from the ostentatious
strut of the bird, by a way of comparison
with the poinpous gravity of the Turk, an.
idea perhaps countenanced by the errone-
ous notion that, turkies were indigenous.
40 Africa, and had been originally imported



The Wild Turkey. €9

Afrom thence to Europe. The fact how-
éver seems to be sufficiently ascertained
that, the turkey was entirely unknown to
the old world, and that it had neither
Greek nor Latin names; until it received
the modern Latin denomination of me-
leagris.

The turkey was seen in America, by the
first discoverers, and intituled by the
Spanish doctar Fernandez, gallus Indicus
and gallus pave, the peacock of the In-
dies. They were both in a wild anddo-
mesticated state in America, on the ar-
rival of the Spaniards, the wild being re-
presented as of the largest size, reachmg
even the weight of sixty pounds, and of &
superior flavour, but the flesh of .a red
colour. There is, however, some discre-
pancy in these accounts, -certain of our
voyagers representing the wild turkeys of
Virginia, as carrion, utterly unfit to be
eaten, and express their disappointment -
in the -expectation of a gaod meal froni-
some which they shot from a tree.

Thxs bird, of such worth and conse--

£3






“The Tuﬂ:g. ) |

found, the seed of which is their common
food: they also feed upon a small red
acorn, which, in the warm and fertile parts
of America, is ripe:in March, when the
turkeys become so fat, as to be unable to
fly more than a few hundred yards, and
are then soon run down by dogs and
horsemen. They roost upon the highest
‘trees, and are very easily shot or other-
wise destroyed, being a heedless and stupid
-bird. Since the planting and cuyltivation
of such extensive tracts in America, the -
wild breed of turkeys bas been driven iato
the uncultivated regions, aud has long
since become very rare. The Indianse
make elegant clothing and beautiful faos
of wild turkey feathers, and the Frenchb of ,
Louisania, manufacture them into um-
brellas. The antipathy which the turkey-
cock entertains for any thing of a red
colour, is well known: and will indeed
never be forgotten by myself, who, at
.about the age of eight years, having on'a
red waistcoat, was chased by two of them,
.around a very extensive yard, to my most
C4



o The Goose and Duck.

terrible affright and ‘discomfiture. Thé
county of Norfelk breeds the largest
quantity of these fowls for market, which
in the season, travel in their store state,
apwards of one hundred miles in a cer~
-sain number -of days to the metropolis.

The Duck.

‘The Goose and Duck genus is said by
‘naturalists, to comprehend upwards of ong
‘hundred species, varying considerably if.
size and plumage from -each other; com-
paratively few of them have been domes-
ticated, but the date of that domestication
is far beyond all memorial or record.

This genus of fowls was deservedly a
‘great favourite with the ancients, from
the mildness ‘and simplicity of their cha-
racter, from their great fecundity, and
from the cheapness ‘and ease with which
they were provided. Althongh the duck
will-eat flesh and garbage of any kind like
the chicken, yet water insects, weeds, ve-
getables, corn and pulse, are their general



Characler of the Duck. 33

f60d, and, as has been already observed,
‘the goose desires nothing but the latter. °
The inoffensive and harmless character is
common to both species, rendering them
most pleasant as ‘well as profitable ani-
mals to 'keep, and.the contrast between
them and chickens, in their nature and
habits is highly in favour of the goose and
‘duck tribe. In fact nothing can be more
savage, cruel and voracious than the very
rature of the common fowl, on- which
domestication amd society work-ne soften-
mg effect. Nor i8 this confined to the
game breed, for chickens-of* all kinds will
tear-to pieces, on the slightest occasion,
their nearest-akin, - devouring their living
flesh and entrails. .That which is said
of the duck, has full as much truth, when _
applied to the chicken; there-is nothing
too nasty, putrid, -and abominable‘to- hu-
man feelingsfor thewn,  upon which eagerly
to gratify their voracious appetites. Of
the kind and:secial nature of- the duek,
I had a few years since-the following
.example. S
‘ .5



84 “The Duck.

We had drawn off for the table, the
*whole of a lot of ducks, one excepted.
This duck immediately joined a cock and
“hens, and became so attached to them,
-* that it never willingly quitted their com-
: pany, notwithstanding some harsh usage,
-particularly from the cock. It would
“ neither feed nor rest without them, and
shewed its uneasivess at their occasional
" absence by continwal clamour. The
manners and actions of the duck, whether
*upon land or water, dre curious and
" pleasant to contemplate. Their regular
- afternoon parade and march in line; the
* elder drakes and ducks in front, from the
‘pond homewards, is a beautiful countiy
~gpectacle, to be enjoyed by those, who
"have a relish for the charms of simple
~nature. “Itis as long since, as the year
1767, that I recollect the following trait in
“the character and manner of the duck.
A parcel "of ducks, probably a score,
which had been accustomed to their li-
"berty, were for some particular reason,
--shut pp during several -hours. -On the



:Eyder Duck.  :35

~door of the coop being openéd, ,they
rushed out, threw themselves into a single
-rank and file, and marched with rather a
quick step, three or four times around a
~certain space, constantly bowing their
heads to the ground, then elevating them
and fluttering their wings; the ceremony
finished, they quickly adjourned to the
water. I have laughed a thousand times
-at the conceit with which my boyish ima-
gination was imprest, namely, that the
act which I had witnessed, was nothing
- less than a duckish thanksgiving for deli-
- verance.
The social and conversing qualifications
- of ducks indeed receive a degree of coun-
tenance from the relations of ornithole-
gists. The habitudes of the Expkr ducks, -
so valuable for their down, which fre-
quent the lakes of northern countri\és, are
thus described: the ducks flying in the
air, are lured down from the heights by
.the loud voice of the mallard below,
which nature seems to have furnished
- with powerful organs for vociferation, To
: c6
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*this ¢all, all stragglers resort, and in‘a
‘short time, a like, before naked, is com-
“pletely ‘black with water fowl. There they
*huddle togéther, ‘extremely busy, and very
"oud. “Upon whit business’ they are thus
“iricessantly ‘emiployed all day, is not easy
“to guess by us, whe understand not their
‘language. There appears no food for
*thiem, in'the midst of the lake, where they
“thus sit and cabal, nor does any action of
“‘theirsindicate a 'search of food ; ‘nor can
Acourtship be the object, for which the sea-
*son has not arrived ;' yet not one of ‘them
‘seems ‘a-moment at rest. Now they pur-
“sue each other; now rise’up screaming,
In a Lody, then.down again ; the whole
“appearing one strange scene of bustle, con-
* “ducted with the utmost regulatity, and after
«gll, with nothing at all to do. 3
 ‘W'is n-curious illustration of the de’ gus-
tibus mon -est disputandam, “that the an-
«¢ients -considered "the swan as a high de-
Ricacy, and abstained ‘from the flesh of
tthe "goose,*'as impure and “indigestible ;
*whilst"the motlerns “reject theflesh ef the
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“ewan and eat that of -the goose with a uni-
‘versal relish. But upon the excellence of
“the duck, both parties seem to have agreed,
‘as upon some self:evident, and thence in-
controvertible proposition. “The ancients
‘went even beyond our greatest modern
epicures, intheir high esteem for the flesh
of the duck, not only assigning ‘thereto,
the most exquisite ‘flavour and delicacy,
but also attributing to it important medi-
cinal propertiess for Plutarch -asserts
‘that Cato preserved his-whele household
‘in health, by di¢ting them with duck’s
flesh as a prophylactic; surely ‘a most
pleasant mode of taking physic! Several
of the Roman medical writers moreover,
strongly recommend- the same regimen, as
'the most . powerful means of -exciting -the
prolific virtue in-the sexes.

-The opinion of a modern author re-
specting colour, is perhaps most correct
'as it regards the goose; it is however
pretty generally to be depended on; he
‘says—when one has seen a wild goose, a
«deseription of .its plamage will, to afea-
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s ther, exactly correspond with that of amy
-other. But, in- the tame kinds, no two
of any species are exactly alike. Dif-
ferent in their size, their colours, and
-frequently in their general form, -they
seem the mere creatures of‘art; and hav-
- ing been so long dependent upon man for
support, they seem to assumme forms en-
- tirely suited to his necessities.
The only variety of the common duck
- among us, is the Rhone duck, imported
from France, generally of-a dark coloured
plumage, larger size, and supposed to im-
- prove our breed. They are of darker
-flesh, and more savoury than the English
- duck, but somewhat coarse. Rhone ducks
have been so constantly imported for.a
great number of years, that they are very
generally mixed with our native breed.
The English duck, particularly the white
variety, and when they chance to have
very light coloured flesh, are never of so
high and savoury flavour, as the darker
colours. Muscovy and other -foreign va-
‘rieties of the duck, are kept rather-out bf
. curiosity than for the table.
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‘The white AY LEsBURY -are a beautiful
- and ornamental stock, matching well in
. colour with the EMBDEN 6EESE. They
are said to be_early breeders. The Can-
vass-BACKED ducks -of America, bred
- only ‘on the Potowmac and Susquehanah
- rivers, are said to. -be the best in the
~world. I believe, they have never yet
- been imported into.:Europe. -Dvck-
-LINGS are- not safe in ‘waters stocked
* with EELS.

" “The Goose.

' The Goosk, -is a considerable object 6f
“-rural economy, kept in large flocks, in
* the Eastern and fen counties of England.
- Insome of those parts, their geese are ex-
- posed to the cruel operation of being an-
* nually stripped of their feathers; indeed
~ the interested feelings of man know no -
- scruple, and the cruelties practised upon

the-poor sea fowl, which have their down
« and feathers torn from them, and are then

T
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cast into the sea to perish, are enormous;
and yet as it should seem, irremediable.

Goose dung is a very powerful manure;
and a large flock would have considerable
effect, in fining and improvingthe grass of
coarse meadow land. Geese as well as
turkeys, it is well known, travel to -the
London markets ; but it is not so generally
known that goose fee_dm in the vicinity
of -the ‘metropolis, is so large a concern,
that one person feeds for market, upwards
-of five thousand in the season. The best
-.geese in England, dre probably to ‘be
‘found on the borders of Suffolk and Nor-
folk, and in Berkshire. Wild geese have
not the superiority of the wild duck,

tasting of fish, and being far.inferior to the
tame. The foreign fancy varieties of the
goose, are chiefly ornamental for lawns
and waters, and as objects of curiosity.

A -GOOSE -on-a farm in Scotland, two
.years -since, of ‘the elearly ascertained
age of -cighty nine years, healthy and
vigorous, was killed by a sow, whilst sit-
.ting over her egys ; it was supposed :she
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tnight have lived still many years, and
her fecundity appeared to: be permanent;
Other geese have been proved to reach
the age of sevently years. .Asserted that,
at the great ‘goose-feeders near Lon-
don, the stock is fed upon the purest and
best food, kept in the highest state of
cleanliness, and that, they are among the
finest and best with which the metropolis
is supphed : :

Pea and Guinea Fowb.

The Peacock and Hen and GuiNEa
Fowts, are-always kept by the London
dealers, whence any persons in the ceun-
try, desirous of breeding them, may be
supplied with breeding stock Exclusive
of the consideration of ornament to a
poultry yard, the peacock is very useful
for the destruction of all kinds of reptiles,
but at the same time, some peacocks are
said-to be vicious, and apt to tear to pieces
and devour young chicks and ducklings,
suffered to be within their reach., They
are also destructive in a garden.
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This most beautiful of all the feathered
‘race, is supposed, originally, a native of
India, and peacocks -are said to be at
-present found in & -wild state, upon the
-islands of Java and Ceylon. The history
-of king Solomon is a voucher for the
‘antiquity of "the peacock, and also the
-choice of the goddess Juno, who selected
-this for her favourite bird, from its gorge-
-ousand brilliant plumage and majesty of
~demeanor. It is asserted by the gncient
writers that, the first peacock was hon-
oured with a public exhibition at Athens,
‘that many . people travelled thither from
‘Macedon, to be spectators of that beauti-
“ful phenomonon, the paragon of the fea-.
-thered race. It is probable, the ancients
as well as the moderns, introduced the
. peacock upen table, rather as an ornament
than a viand, There.are varietics of this
bird, some white; they perch on trees
like the turkey. Their age extends to
twenty years, and at three, the tail of the
» cock is full and complete. The cock re-
_quires from two to four hens, and where
the country agrees with them, they are very
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#prolific.” They are granivorous:like other
*domestic fowls, preferring barley. .
The PinTADA or-Guinea Hen hasbeen
:said to unite the character and properties
of the pheasant and the turkey. It is
about the size of the common hen, -but
:standing high upon the legs, gives it the
-appearance of a larger size. The back is
‘round, with the .tail turned downwards
-like the . partridge. It is an active, rest-
‘less and courageous bird, and will even
-attack the turkey, although so much above
-its size. The Guinea fowl assiinilate
vperfectly with the common species, in-ha-
‘bits-and in kinds of food; but have the
peculiarity that, the cocks and hens are
-80 nearly alike, it is difficult to distinguish
~ them. They havealso a peculiar gait and
-cry, or chuckling. The head is covered
with a kind of easque, with wattles under
-the bill, and the whole plumage is either
‘black or dark grey, speckled with regular
-and unform white spots. The pintada is
- generally supposed to be a native of Gui-
-nies, -whence. its additional name; butit
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is“inequal plenty in America. In those
:countries-it perches on trees, and in the:
wild  state, builds its' nest in the holes of
the palm tree. It is gregarious, and oftem’
found in large flocks.

The Swan.

~ The Swan. Exclusive of ornament, the
-chief use of the swan is"to clear pieces of
water from weeds, a service wliich Hasbeen
-€ffected lately by swans, over a consider-
ble breadth of ‘water, at the residence of a
nobleman, in the course of a year ortwos -
but they are generally reputed great de=
stroyers of the young fry of fish,

The antiquity of this delicate and stately
bird, the silent swan, is conspicuous’ in
the pages of history and-of poetry. The
prototype of the domesticated breed has
been probably lost in the lapse of time,
since the wild swans of all countries, dif-
fer essentially, both in plumage and or-
.ganic structure from the tame. The lon~
Zevity of the swan seems to equal, if-nut



The Swan—dAge—Habits. 4§

pxceed that of any -other animal, ‘as it is
said to live three eenturies, a fact which, i
seems strange, and is to be regretted has
not been’ correctly ascertained in some of
our great families, of old so extremely at-
tached to this bird. They are ehiefly to
be found upon the Thames, and proebably
also, as in former days, on the inlet of the
sea, near Abbetsbury, Dorset, and in the -
river Trent. Their flesh is no longer in
request as food, with the exception per-
‘haps that formerly, cygnets or young
swans, were fattened at Norwich for the
Christmas feast, and commanded the pnc&
of one guinea each.

The swan feeds like the goose &nd has
the .same familiarity with i¢s keepers, .
kindly and eagerly receiving bread which
is offered, altheugh it is & bird of courage
equal to its apparent pride, and both the
cock and hen are extremely dangerous to
approach during incubation, or whilst
their brood is young, as they bhave suffi-
cient muscular force, to break.a man’s
arm with a stroke of their wing. They






veport, as to cause little or no perceptible:
«difference in the progeny. They are dis~
tinguished by their erect gait, and the
-screaming which they continue, during al-
most the whole day, without any obvious
incitement.
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SECTION V.

On breeding and rearing Chickens. The
necessary Yards and Buildings.

IT has beéen already ebserved that, the
warmest and dryest soils are best adapted
to the breeding and rearing of gallinace-
ous fowls, more particularly chickens;
thence the greatest success, attended
with the least trouble, may be expected
on such, and far greater precaution and
expence will be required on those of an
opposite description. Of these last, the
wet and boggy are the most injurious,

" since however ill affectcd fowls are by
cold, they endure it still better than
moisture, whence they are found to suc-
ceed well upon dry land, even in the se-
vere climate of the north. The countieg
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in England most productive in poultry,
are NorrFoLk, SURRY, Sussex, HERTs,
Dzvon, and SoMERSETSHIRE. The
largest stock of poultry which I ever saw
upon an English farm, was upon one of
two or three hundred acres in Herts,
many years since, amounting it appeared
to many hundred head. It was dry and
shingly land, like the sea beach, and I
found on enquiry that, scarcely any care
was taken of the breeding stock, or
shelter afforded them, yet they multi-
plied in a most extraordinary degree, and
_ preserved a constant state of good health.
. Upon a boggy or clayey soil, under such
circumstances, they would have died like
rotten sheep In short, land proper fors

sheep, is generally also adapted to the
successful keeping of poultry and rabbits,
But as the rearing of both is necessary,
upon soils and in situations of every de-
scription, it will be most to the purpose,
to point out those precautiong which must
be recurred to, in order to- thsm'e suc-
cess, upon the lcast favourableq& On sm;h
D

YR
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then, artificial, or made ground, cannot
be dispensed with, for a poultry yard,
where rearing is'made an object upon ‘any
considerable scale ; since upon damp and
boggy soils, not only will the greater part
of the broods be annually subject to dis-
ease and mortality, but the cacks and
hens themselves will be frequently affected,
to the great impediment of the business
of the breeding scason. Where it is nat
held worth while to make any extraor-
dinary accommodations for poultry, and
the risk taken, enough may yet be pre-
served for family convenience and to re-
pay the trifling expence. But no consi-
derable stock can be kept, far less any
profit made upon it, upon an unfavour-
able soil, independentiy: of attention to
needful local conveniences.

Whether or not, the poultry be suffered
to range at large, and particularly to take
the benefit of the farm yard, a separate
and well fenced yard or court, must be
pitched upon. The foundation should be
‘laid with chalk, or bricklayers’ rubbish,
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the surface to consist of sandy gravel, cons
. siderable plots of it being sown with com-
mon trefoil, or wild clover, with a mix-
ture of burnet, spurry, or star grass, which
last two .,pecxes are particularly salubri-
ous to poultry.” The surface must be so
sloped and drained as to avoid all stag-
nant moisture, most destructive to young
chickens. The fences must be lofty, well
secured dat bottom, that the smallest
chicken cannot find a passage through, .
and the whole yard perfectly sheltered,
from the north west to the south east. Va-
rious beds, or beaps of sifted ashes, or
very dry sand, should be always ready, ia
which the bens may exercise that propen-
~ sity, so delightful and_salutary to them,
of rolling or bathing themselves. This is
effectual in cleansmg their feathers and
skin from: vermin aid impurities, pro-
motes the cuticular excretion, and is ma--
“terially mstrumen&al in preservmg tbelr )
health. "~ -

The poultry houscs within the court, if
there be a choice, should have a southern

b2
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.aspect, at any rate should be well de-
fended from cold winds and the blowing
in of rain or sleet. If the number of the
-stock be considerable, the houses had far
better be small and detached, both for
health and safety sake, and especially they
should be absolutely impenetrable to ver-
min of every description. Should these
‘houses abut upon a stable, brew-house, or
any conductor of warmth, it will be so
much the more comfortable and salutary
to the poultry.

The form and conveniences -of - the
poultry house, are these—the bottom or
floor should consist of well rammed chalk
or earth, similar to the court-yard, that its
surface being smooth, may present no
impediment to being swept perfectly
clean. For health’s sake, the roof should
be lofty. The perches will be then more
out of the reach of vermig, should any ac-
cidentally bregk in: and there should
-only be one long and level range of
- perches, because, when these are placed
one above anpther, the fowls dung upon
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exch other: convenient steps driven into
the walls, will render easy-the ascent of
the poultry to their perches; but care
must be taken that, the mistake be not
made of placing these steps immediately
one over the other, but in such wise, that.
they can jump from one to the other.
Boxes, of which every carpenter knows:
the form, arc to be arranged around the
walls, . and it is proper to have a sufficient
number, the hens being apt to dispute
possession, and sit one upon another;
the steps will lead equally to these, as to
the perches. The beard, or step at the
entrance, to be of sufficient height to pre-
vent the eggs from rolling out. Provision
of a few railed doors may be made, for
occasional use, to be hung before the en-.
trance, in order to prevent other hens
from intruding to lay their eggs upon those.
which sit, a babit to which some are muchy
addicted, and by which a.brood is often:
injured. The common deep, square
boxes, uncovered at top, are extremely.
improper, because that form: obliges: the:
. »3
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hen to jump down upon her eggs ; where-
as for safety, she should descend upon
them from a very small height, or in a’
manner walk in upon them. The same
objection lies against hampers, with the
additional one of the wicker work admit-
ting the cold, .in variable weather, m win- .
ter or early spring sittings. It ought to
be noted likewise, that many breeders pre-'
fer to have all the nests upon the ground,
on-acteunt of the danger of chickens fall-
ing from those, which are placed above.
In this respect, persons wilkbe best guided -
by their own experience.

Turkeys being roosting fowls, may be
kept in the yard of which we speak, either
in a separate house, or their boxes for lay~ -
ing or sitting, may be placed on the ground
of the common houses; which last me-
thod perhaps is objectionable, since tur-
keys and common fowls might not roost
gnietly together. In thé common way in~
deed, poultry of all kinds are associated:
in- & common house, the cocks and hemy:
sloft; .and'the ducks, geese and turkeys upw

' ¥ -
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on the ground floor.  Or upon an exten-
sive scale, all the domestic poultry may be
contained. within the inclosure, the circu-
lar form for which would be most com=
“prehensive and advantageous, including a
piece of water, with laying houses upon its
banks, for the aquatic fowls, and dove
cotes for breeding pigeons. Some shutters
may open to the morning sun, for air,
and particularly for the benefit of the sit-
ting hens, ' .

Precautions.

All the above arrangements, the best
concerted plan, and the most valuable
stock, will little avail the proprietor, or
rather turn to his great mortification and
disappointment, without a certain precau-
tion, of more consequence than all others
—a defence against MIDNIGHT THIEVES,
Not merely a lock, or a bar, or a mera’
triffing apology for security, but such an-
ample safeguard, that, a inan who values
his property, may lay his head upon his
. . D4
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pillow with confidénce. I speak feelingly
on this part of the subject, having, three
or four times in my life, been robbed in
a single night, of the greater part of most
valuable stocks of poultry, the breed and
excellence of which, - it took me several
seasons to recover. In the first place,
these small buildings should be made sub-
stantial, for on one occasion, my locks
being good, the thieves made their way by
wrenching open an angle of the building,
In addition to substantial locks and hinges,
- bells hung upon the inside of the doors, or
upon any part liable to be shaken, are
goud precautions, since the noise may
deter the thieves, even if it fail to alarm
the famnily.  But the most certain security
is that kind of vermin cur, generally kept
. by the country labourers. -Several such
¢; should be enkennelled in the -poultry
court, and taught to bark, being equally
useful against robbers and vermin. No-
thing can charm and quiet the tongues of
real good latratores, or barkers, and more
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particularly when several of them are to-
gether. '

A plan like the above, will obviously
require the exclusive services of one or
more ATTENDANTS, according to its ex~
tent. My poultry, rabbits, and bees, for-
merly were well attended by an aged
labourer, with the occasional assistance of
his wife; and the meritorious couple thus
made an easy and comfortable living, after
a life of severe labour, a circumstance to.
me, the source of heartfelt satisfaction.
The sale of our surplus of this species
of live stock, beside repaying all expences,.
and exclusive of a most abundant and:
comfortable supply for the household and:
for occasionable presents, rendered an an-
nual profit, by no means contemptible..
. We disposed of the surplus, for the greater
‘part, to a higler in the vicinity, who
allowed us a. certain advance upon his,
comwon price, in consideratioa: of the
superior - goodness and condition of the

stock.
DS
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~ $ECTION VI
 Choice; and Tr‘qdfr;neht"o‘f’ éréeding‘-sfoah-

"GacLivacrous FowLs. By a refer-
ende to'the THIRD Section, which describes
the qualities of each variety of this species,
# choice may be made of the most suitable

. to the situation or fancy of the proposed
‘Breeder. A breeding stock of the common
kind, is easily procurable, either in town
or country, either from the markets or
individuals; particular and fancy breeds
must either be sought in those parts where
they are customarily bred, or at the shops
of the London dealers.

1t should be a general rule to breed

-, from YOUNG STOUK ; atwo year old cock,

or stag, and pullets in their second year.
Pullets in their first year, if early birds,

>



Age—Health. 59

will indeed; probably, lay as many eggs as
ever after, but the eggs are small, and
such young hens are unsteady settersi
Hens are in' their prime at three years of
age, and decline after five, whence, gene-
rally, it is riot advantageous to keep them
beyond that period, with the exception
of those of capital qualifications. Hens
with a large comb, or which crow like the
cock, are generally deemed inferior ; but
I have had hens with large rose combs
and aleo erowers, which were upon an
equality with the rest of thé stock. Yel-
low legged fowls are often of a tendet
constitution, and always inferior in the -
quality of their flesh, which is of a loose
flabby texture and ordinary flavour. _
The neartTe of fowls is observable in
the fresh and florid colour of the comb,
and the brightness and dryness of the
eyes, the nostrils being: free from any dis-
charge, and the healthy gloss of the
plumage. The most useful cock is gene:
‘rally d bold, active, and savage bird, cruel
and destructive, in his fits ‘of passion, if
’ p6
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not well watched, to his hens, and even e
his own offspring. Hens above the com-
mon size of their respective varieties, are
by no means preferable either as layers or
setters. The indications of oLD AcE are
paleness of the comb and gills, dulness of
colour,: and a sort of downy roughness in
the feathers, and length and size of talons,
the scales upon the legs becoming large
and prominent:

Numser of hens to one cock, four to
six, the latter being the extreme number,
with a view of making the utmost advan-
tage. Ten and even twelve hens bave
been formerly allowed to one cock, but
the produce of eggs and chickeps under
such an arrangement, wil seldom equal
that to be obtained from the smaller
number of hens.  Every one is aware thas
the spring is the best season to commence.
breeding with poultry, and in truth, it
scarcely matters how early, presupposing
the best food, accommodation, and atten-
dance, under which, hens may be suffered
to set in January ; but the attempt to rear
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winter chickens in this dlimate, even in a
carpetted room and with a constant fire,
would in all probability be found abortive.
I have repeatedly made the experiment.
with some scores, without being able to
preserve an individual through the winter,
and nearly the same has resulted with res-
pect to pigs.

The conpucT of the cock towards his
hens, should be early and constantly
attended to, as it'is a common occurrence
for him to conceive an antipathy to one
or more particular individuals; should this
continue, the obnoxious one should be
removed, since nothing but misery can
ensue {o the unhappy and persecuted
bird, which will be harrassed and chased
about,. and unless when hiding and
moping in corners, she wil be always
liabi¢ to be torn and maimed; and
various examples have occurred of a hen
under these circumstances, being instaptly
stricken dead by the cock. Such a hen
being removed and replaced by a
' STRANGER, carc should be taken for the
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first week or two, that she be not worried"
or injured by the other hens. The cHaNGE
of a cock froin deatn or accident, is always
dttended with interruption and delay, as
it inay be some considerable time, before
the hens will associate kindly with their
mew partner: and further. a new cock may
prove dull and inactive from the change,
however good in nature. This frequently
happens with cocks of the superior breeds,
purchased from the London dealers, in
whose coops they have been kept in such
. a state of temperature, that they are unable
to endure the open air of the country,
unless in the summer season. Such being
removed in autumn, winter, or early
spring, if immediately turned abroad with
kens, are liable to become aguish, torpid,
and totally useless, perhaps in the end,
turning roupy or glandered. The only
method of safety in the case, is to keep:
such a cock in the house, upon the best
and most nourishing food, turning the
kens to him several times in the day, and
permitting him to be abroad an hour or
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go, the weather being fine, untilin a few
weeks he shall be accustomed to the
air. ’

In making the NEsTs, short and soft
straw is to be preferred, because the straw
being long, the hen on leaving her nest,
will be liable to draw it out with her claws,
and with it, the eggs. The hen, it is as-
certained, will breed and lay eggs, without
the: company of a cock ; in course, such
eggs are barren. I confined a hen with
a pheasant cock, which was never ob-
served to attend to her ; she laid twenty-
nine eggs, all which proved barren. It
. may be said that she had previously as-
sociated with a cock, but that the attea-
tions of one, were also subsequently ne-
cessary, to render the eggs’ perfeet and
prolific; such fact nevertheless, does not
negative the other, of a hen’s breeding
eggs entirely independent of the male,
as is confirmed by the circumstance of
parrots and other birds in cages, laying
eggs, without the possibility of a cock
approaching them. According to Buffon,
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clean for the reception of the hen, and
that a new nest has not been sluggishly
and sluttishly thrown upon an old one,
from the flth of which, vermin are propa-
gated to the great annoyance of the hen,
and prevention of her steady sitting.

I'ces BROKEN in the nest, should be
cleared away the instant of discovery, and
the remaining washed with warm water,
and quickly replaced, lest they adhere to
the hen, and be drawn out of the nest:
if necessary, the hen’s feathers may also
be washed, but always with warm water.

With respect to the CAPRICIOUSNESS
of some hens, in the article of sITTING,
it is a risk which must be left to the judg-.
ment. of the attendant, who has to deter~
mine whether or nat, the hen which ap-
pears desirous . of sitting, may be safely
trusted with eggs. Leaving a number of
eggs in the nest, is an enticement. Very
frequently, @ hen will cluck and appear
hot for incubation, yet after sitting over
her eggs a sufficient number of hours te
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addle them, will then desert them: and
probably in the course of a few days, wilk
be taken with another fit of incubation.

Much useless eruelty is too often exer-
cised, to PREVENT the hen from sITTING,
when eggs, rather than chickens, are in
request; such, for example, as immersing
her head, or whole body in water, -which-
I have witnessed with regret, the hen, as '
soon as dry, running to her nest, althéugh
the dipping has been repeated several
days following. Bat granting nature could
be thus put out of her course, it is not
probable that eggs would be obtained
earlier than by suffering the hen to sit,
since the inproper treatinent and the dis-
appointment combined, are nearly an
equal impediment both. to laying” dnd
sifting.

I am sorry to see a late useful and well
written publication disgraced by-barbari--
. ties, similar to those above decried. The
author, unreflectingly without. doubt, re-
commends to- thrust a feather through
the hen’s nostrils, in order to prevent her
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from sitting; and to give her half a glass
of gin, then swing her round until seem-
ingly dead, and confine her in a pot,
during a day or two, leaving her only a
small breathing hole, to foree herto sit! It .
i8 full time that these, and a hundred other
such utterly useless and barbarous follies
of former days, practised upon various ani-

mals, should be dismissed with the contempt
~ they merit. The pamphlet alluded to, is
the Epicure, by Thomas Young, a pub-
bication replete with good things, on the
interesting subjects of eating, wines, spirits,
beer, cyder, planting, &c. Jt is written
with kaut gout. '

Every succeeding year after the third,
the hen continues to movuLr later in the’
season, and laying fewer or no eggs during-
the moulting period, which is sometimes
protracted to two or three months. It
should seem that, old hens are seldom to
be depended upon for eggs in the winter,
such being. scarcely full of feather until'
Christmas; and then probably, may not-
begin to lay till April, producing at last,
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not more than twenty or thirty eggs. Io
general, it is most profitable to dispose of
hens whilst they are yet eatable or sale-
able for that purpose, which is in the
spring of the third year. Nordo delicate
“white hens lay so many eggs in the cold
season, as the more hardy coloured va-
rieties, requiring warmth and shelter, par-
ticularly by night. MouLTING, or the
casting and renewal of feathers, lasts with
its effects from one to three months, ac-.
cording to the age and strength of the
bird. Whilst under this natural course,
poultry are unfit for the table, as well as.
for breeding. It is the same with respect
to young poultry; whilst shedding their fea-
thers in the spring. The regular moulting.
of full grown fowls begins in the au-
_ tumn, :

Attention during Incubation.

There is this prsTINCTION in the hen: -
in some, the desire of sitting or incuba~
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#ion is predominant, which they will re-
peat to the fifth or sixth time in the year,
_to their emaciation or almost destruction :
.in others, the desire is so slight, that they
will probably set but twice, or even.once
in the season, and then not steadily. It
dgfor the skilful breeder to take advantage
of this variation of quality, the one kind
furnishing plenty of eggs for the other to
set upon. '

It is proper to place CORN AND WATER
beside the setting hen, whenever it may
appear necessary, withdrawing them as
soon as she is satisfied, not only to en-
courage steadiness of incubation, but to
support the constitutions of those, in
which the natural excitement is so power-
ful, that they will remain several suc-
cessive days-upon the nest, at the risk of
famishing. I have had instances of hens
of this.description, fainting outright, and
appearing as dead, on their final leaving
the nest with the chickens; in a state of
total emaciation, having probably not
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eaten or drank more than once in three
or four days, during the TERM of incuba-

tion, TWENTY-ONE DAYS. The plan of
feeding on the nest, should be invariably

pursued avith all frequent setters,
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SECTION VIIL

Hatching of the Brood.

Tuis must be watched on the expira-
dion of the term, in which the state of .
. the weather, warm or cold, may make
some hours difference. Nature, as Reau-
mur long since observed, has committed
to the chicken itself, the task of breaking
its way through the shell, the hen being
totally uninstructed and unqualified on
. that poiut; for indeed, any forcible strokes
with her beak, might have the effect of
wounding the chicken, whilst it broke the
shell. The only use of her bill, generally,
in the case, is to turn, or remove the
eggs, defend them, or cast out the broken
shells. The chicken in perfect health and
unimpeded, suddenly at nature’s impulse,
performs the part of breaking its prison
with a wonderful strength and energy, in
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dicative of future activity, considering the
quiescent state, rolled up like a ball, in
which it has laid from the time of its form
being complete. ITs FORM AND POSITION
IN THE SHELL is as follows—the neck
curves or slopes towards the belly, on
about the middle of which, the head is
placed; the bill under the right wing, like
a bird asleep; the feet are gathered up
beneath the belly, like those of fowls
trussed for the spit; the claws reversed,
almost touch the head from their con-
vexity. The forepart of the chicken is
generally placed towards the biggest end
of the cgg,- adapted by nature to that
purpose ; the whole body is surrounded
by a membrane of considerable strength
and thickness, confining him in a position
apparently most unfavourable to the mo-
tions necessary to his emancipation; it is
ncvertheless without changing his attitude
that, he performs his seemingly most diffi-
cult task ; repeated strokes with his little
bill, which may often be heard, break the
shell of the egg, at the same time tearing the
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solid membrane, in which he is enveloped,
and which resists his struggles, full as
much as the hard but brittle shell.

Nor is the head at all at liberty, or re-
leased from the wing, during the struggle,
the ‘comparison in that respect, with a
sleeping bird, not coming up fully to the
point, since the head of the chickenin the
egg, reaches farther under the wing, and
the bill protrudes towards the back. The
head, although in this confined state, by
moving alternately backward and forward,
and the reverse, or more exactly from the
belly towards the back, and from the
back towards the belly, reaches and strikes
the shell, more or less roughly, according
to the quickness of its motion: whilst in-
action, it is in soime degree guided by the
wing and the body, which retain and
prevent it from leaving its place. The
" head is very heavy and large, with respect
to the bulk of the body, making together
with the neck, a weight so considerable,
that the chicken is unable to support it for
some time after its birth. On the other -

E .
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band, the manner in which all the parts
are disposed, whilst yet in the egg, and in .
the form of a ball, renders the support of
“that weight of the neck and head, per-
fectly easy to the chicken; for in what-
ever position the egg may be, the head of
the chicken is supported either by the
body or by the wing, or by both united:
in fine, the force of the blows against the
shell by the beak, are powerful in pro-
portion to the bulk of the head. The
mother’s affection for her brood, is always
observed to be intensely increased, when
she first hears the voice of the chicks
through the shells, and the strokes of their
little bills against them.

All chickens do not dlspatch the im-
portant task in equal time. Some are
able to disencumber themselves of the
ahell, in the course of an hour from the
commencement of the operation; others
take two or threc hours; and generally,
it may be looked upon as balf a day’s
work: in case of natural, or accidental
debility, the period may be extended to
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twenty-four, or even forty-eight hours, in
which case however, there is seldom much
success in the hatching. Here skilful as-
sistance is wanted from the attendant,
which very few possess. Reaumur, the

_greater part of whose observations, such
mean, as 1 have found leisure to attend to,
‘appear to me correct, says, the women,
of most countries in his time (1747) were
in the habit of dipping the eggs in warny
water, and suffer them to remain init &
short time, on the day of hatching, from
the presumption of rendering the shell
more tender and easy to be penetrated
by the bills of the chickens. This how-
ever is a useless, perhaps injurious la-
bour, since the shell of a boiled egg does
not prove sensibly less hard ; and granting
it did, would soon reassume its primitive
bardness, from exposure to the air and
evaporation.

ASSISTANCE IN HATCHING must not -
be attempted prematurely, and thence un-
necessarily, but only in the case of the
chick being plainly unable to extricate

EZ2
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itself: so indeed, an addition may pros
bably be made to the brood, as great num-
bers are always lost in this way. The
ehick makes a circular fracture of the big
end of the egg, and a section of about one
third of the length of the shell being se-
parated, delivers the prisoner, provided
there be no obstruction from adhesion of
the body to the membrane which lines the
shell. Between the body of the chicken
and the- membrane, there remains a vis-
cous fluid, the white of the egg thickened
by the intense heat of incubation, until it
becomes a real glue. When this happens,
the feathers stick fast to the shell and the
chick remains confined, and must perish
unless released.

The mETHOD oOf assistance is, to take
the egg in hand, and dipping the finger
or a piece of linen, in warm water, apply
it to the fastened parts, until they are
loosened, by the gluey substance being
dissolved and separated from the feathers;
the chick then being returned to the nest,
will extricate itself, a mode generally to
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be observed, since violence used would
~often be fatal. Nevertheless, hreaking
the shell may sometimes be necessary, and
tearing with the fingers as gently as may
be, the membrane from the feathers,
which are still to be moistened as above,
to facilitate the operation. Small points
-of scissars may be useful, and when there
is much resistance and apparent pain to
the bird, the process must be conducted
in the gentlest manner, and the shell se~
"parated into a number of small pieces,
‘The siaNs of a need of assistance are,
the egg being partly pecked, and the efforts
- of the chicken discontinued for five or
six hours. In commencement, the shell
may be broken cautiously, by striking it
with the end of a key. The rotten egg is
known immediately by the motion of the
contained fluid, and previous unsteady in-
cubation. :

WEeAKNESs from cohd, mffy disable the
chicken from commencing the operation
of pecking the shell, which must then be -
artificially performed, with a circular frac-

E 3
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ture, such as is made by the bird itself.
Pullets are occasionally lable to cause
this defect. We have had but little suc-
cess in this case, the chickens after de-
livery seldom succeeding, but the follow-
ing quotation from De Reaumur will be
fully explanatory.

¢ This assistance, which is so impor-
tant to many chickens, might prove fatal
to others ; for which reason I would ad-
vise the reader not to attempt it in too
great a hurry. My opinion is, the facility of
coming out of their shells, ought not to be
procured to any but those which have been
near four and twenty hours together, with-
out getting forward in their work. There
are chickens, as I have already observed,
which shew too great an impatience to
peck their shells, and do it before the yolk
is entirely got into their body: it would
prove fatal to those, were they enabled to
come out of their shell a few hours after
they have pecked it, although they would
be never the worse for it afterwards, IF
¥0 YOLK WERE LEFT OUT OF THEIR
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body, at the instant of their coming out of
‘the shell: However, it is generally bettes
to let the chicken come out of the shell of
his own accord; for in that case, he’is
hatched only when his }Jimbs have become
sufficiently strong, and. when they have
assumed in the shell a consistence and
vigour, which they would not be .s0 sure
to acquire, if they were exposed to the
open air. '

“ I have often found both among the
chickens which were hatched of their own
accqrd, and those which I have assisted,
some, that notwithstanding the perfect
consolidation of the place, through which
the yolk had been introduced into their
body, had nevertheless still without it,
portions of intestines some longer, some
shorter ; one might think that these por-
tions had not been inclosed in the capacity -
of the belly, at the same time when the
rest was; butitis no less probable that all
this is the consequence of the efforts the
chicken had made towards being hatched,
and that they had brought on him a

T4
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rupture, which is commonly fatal in a
few days.”

The chickens ¥IRST HATCHED, to be
taken from the hen, lest she be tempted
to leave her task unfinished. Those re-
moved may be secured in a basket of
wool or soft hay, and kept in a moderate
beat, if the weather be cold, near the fire.
They will require no food for many hours,
even four and twenty, should it be neces-
sary to kecp them so long from the hen.
The whole brood being hatched, the hen
is to be placed under a keop abroad, upon
a dry spot, and if possible, not within
rcach of another hen, since the chickens
will mix, and the hens are apt to maim or
destroy those which do not belong to
them. Nor should they be placed near
numbers of young fowls, which are likely
to crush young chicks under their. feet,
being always eager for the chickens
mecat.

. The rInsT Foop, split grits, afterwards
tail wheat ; all watery food, soaked bread,
or potatoes, improper, Lggs boiled hards
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or curd chopped small, much approved;
as first food. Their water should be pures
and often renewed, and there are conve-
nient pans made in such forms, that the
chickens may drink without getting into
the water, which often, by wetting their .
feet and feathers, numbs and injures
them; a bason whelmed in the middle of
a pan of water, will answer the end, the
water running round it. Generally, and
dependent on situation, and the disposi-
tion of the hen, there is no necessity for
kooping the brood beyond two or three
days, but they may be confined as occa-
sion requires, or suffered to range, as they
are much benefited by the scratching and
foraging of the hen. They must not be
let out too early in the morning, or whilst
the dew remuins upon the ground, far less
be suffered to range over the wct grass,
one common and fatal causc of disease.
Another caution is of the utmost conse-
quence, to guard them watchfully against
sudden unfavourable changes of the wea-
ther, more particularly if attended with
ES
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rain. Nearly all the diseases of gallina-
ceous fowls, arise from cold moisture.
For the period of the chickens QuiTTING
the hen, there is no general rule, the most
eertain is, when the hen begins to roost,
leaving them ; if sufficiently forward, they
will follow her, if otherwise, they should
be secured in a proper place, the time
having arrived, when they are to associate
with the young poultry, as nearly of their
own age and size as possible, since the
larger are apt to overrun and drive from

their fopd, the younger broods.
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SECTION VIIL.

Hatching Eggs by Artificial Heat.

_ Durine ages, beyond the power of
historical records to enumerate, the Egypt-
“tian people have been in the practice of
hatching the eggs of all kinds of poulfry,
more especially the gallinaceous, by means
of artificial heat ; means the most obvious, .
- when attended with success, of raising the
greatest abundance of that species of
provision for public use. The philoso-

phers of the French Academy, ever on the
watch for the advancement of scientific
or practical improvement, in the early
and towards the middle part of the last
century, eagerly laid hold of the report
of their travellers, and made experiments
in their ewn country of this Egyptian
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practice, The experiment was made on
a considerable scale, under the Royal
patronage, and M. DE REAUMUR, a name
well known in the annals of science, did
not think it béneath the dignity of his
name and acquirements, to undertake the
practical and superintending part, per-
forming it with a minuteness of attention,
which may well excite jealousy in the
" breasts of the most thorough paced house-
-wives in Christendom. He afterward pre-
-sented to his country, and to the world at
.large, the successful and important results,
in a comely octavo, adorned with fourteen
-explanatory and useful folding plates, and
containing nearly five hundred closely
-printed pages. This curious work was
‘translated into English, with greater fide-
lity than elegance, in the ycar 1750. Nor
was the attempt of De Reaumur at the
multiplication of chickens, the only one
" in France; ladies of high quality, and rev-
-erend inmates of the convent, patriotically
bestowed their industry and attention on
-the same pursuit, with considerable suc-
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‘cess. Not only in France, but at Florence,
"and even in Poland, similar attempts had
been made. The project however, from
whatever cause, seems in a very few years
to have. become extinct in France, and
has since probably been conﬁned to Egypt.
- its' native soil.
Diodorus Siculus, Aristotle and other
-ancient writers advert to the Egyptian
practice of hatching eggs, and the latter
explains the process of perfornring the
same operation by the heat of dung. The
ancients indeed, were well aware of the
practicability of eliciting animal life from
the egg, independently of the incubation
of the hen, and Pliny has recorded the
success of Livia, in hatching a chicken in
her bosom, an act of patient curiosity
which has been paralleled by several
-French ladies, who have, in the sane way,
proved themselves the mothers of gold-
finches and canary birds. Pliny says also,
sed inventuim, ut ova in calido loco, imposita
paleis, igne modico foverentur, homine ver-
wsante pariter dic ac nocte, et statuto die
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illinc irrumpere feetus. - In English, it had
been discovered in his time that, eggs
placed on straw in a moderate heat, and
turned day and night by an attendant,
would be hatched within the limited period
«of incubation. '

This art however, i3 not to be under-
stood as ever having been of general
notoriety even in Egypt. On the con-
trary, the knowledge of it is_there confined
toa smgle village, named Berme, situate
in the Delta, within twenty leagues of
Grand Cairo, and to a few adjoining
places. The inhabitants teach the secret
to their children, but conceal it from
strangers. When the season for hatching
approaches, which is the commencement
of autumn, these Bermeans disperse
themselves over the country, each of
them, taking upon himself the manage-
ment of on oven, in the Egyptian language
called mamal. In the construction of
these ovens, which, however, discovers a
considerable degree of ingenuity, there
can be no secret, since they are open te

ST SREGANE S
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all, foreigners as well as natives: the pe-
culiar skill of the Bermeans consists in
the arrangement, gradual warming of the
eggs and successful developement of the -
young broods.

The Mamals or Ovens of Egypt, of
which De Reaumur in a fit of real ¢nthu-
siasm, says that country ought to be more
proud than of her pyramids, are scarcely
above nine feet in height, but they have
an extent in length and breadth which
renders them remarkable, and yet they are
more 30 in their internal structure. The
centre of the' building is a verry narrow
gallery, usually about the width of three
feet, extending from one end of the build-
ing to the other, the height of which is
from eight to nine feet ; the structure, for
the most part of brick, The entrance in-
to the oven is through the gallery, which
commands the whole extent of it, and fa-
cilitates the several operations .that are
" necessary, to keep the eggs to the proper
degree of heat. The oven has a door,

not very wide, and only as high as it is
*
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. broad: this door and many others in use

in the mamals, are commonly no more
“than round holes.
" The GALLERY is a corridor, with this
difference from our common corridors,
which have only one row of roums, where-
as that of the mamal has always two rows
of them on both sides, namely, one on the
ground floor and another abuve. Every
one upon the ground floor, has one above,
perfectly equal, both in length and breadth.
The rooms of each row on the ground
floor, are ull regular and equal, in length,
breadih, and height.  Reaumur observes,
we kuow of no other roowms in the world
80 low as these, being only three feet in
height.  Their breadth, which is in the
samnc direction with the length of the gal-
Yery, is four or five fect; that they are
very narrow in proportion to their length,
which is twelve or fifteen feet.

Lvery one of these rooms has its door
or round aperture, about a footand a half
in diancter, opening into the gallery, the
hole being wide enough for a man to
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creep through. All the eggs to be hatch-
ed, are at first ranged in these rooms.
Father Sicard informs us, that four or
five thousand eggs are put.into each of
them. These are the real ovens, so that
the whole edifice which is denominated a
chicken-oven, is an assemblage of many
ovens set together, side by side, opposite,
and over each other; and in the course
of the process, a part of the eggs are
~warmed in the upper rooms, after having
been previously in the lower.

. There is some discrepancy in the ac-
counts of authors, as to the number of
rooms, and the quantity of eggs hatched
at a time; it might arise however from
different local customs. Father Sicard
gives but four or five rooms to each row
on the ground floor; Granger insists on
seven; AMonconys, ten or twelve to each;
whilst Thevenot asserts, there are no more
than three. They were all eye-witnesses ;
and according to the report of one, only
forty or fifty thousand eggs were hatched
“at once, whilst another extends the number
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to eighty thousand. The eggs are spread
on mats, flocks, or flax, in each room up-
on the ground floor, where they contract
their first and general warmth, during &
certain number of days.

The upperR RooMs, or those of oné
story high, have each of them fire places,
the_ fire of which warms the eggs in the
corresponding inferior rooms: the floor

" which separates each of these from its in-
ferior room, has a large hole, or aperture
in it, through which the heat is communi-
cated to the lower room. The floor which
separates the upper room from that be-
neath, has, on each side, a gutter or chan-
nel, continued its whole length: in these
two channels, the fire is lighted. Granger
observed two more gutters, one at each
end of the room; they were six inches .
vwide and two deep.

Every upper room has, beside the large
aperture, through which it bas its com=
munication with the lower ones, two other
holes—a small one in the arch which
supports it in lieu of a cieling, and ano-
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ther in the wall, that separates it from the
gallery. This last serves instead of a door,
as the whole placed in the same manner
under it, do the room below; perform-
ing also the office of a chimney, the smoke
having no other passage, since during the
whole time the fire is burning, they keep
the hole in the arch or ceiling of each
room, close stopped. The smoke by this
mean, is carried into the gallery, through
the door of the upper room, whence it es~
capes through holes which are made in its
roof. They also stop the doors of the
under rooms, whilst the fire is lighted,
that the air within, may be sooner warmed
by the heat communicated from the upper
ones. These doors as they are called, are
only as so many holes to be stopped, which
it is of importance to do closely and ex-
actly; thence it is more securely. done, -
with wads or bundles of coarse tow, than
with any kind of wood work.

The heat-of the air, in the inferior
rooms, and consequently that of the eggs,
would rise to an. excessive degree, were-
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the fire in the gutters, incessantly kept up.
Father Sicard says, they keep it up only
an hour in the morning, and an hour at
night, and that they style these heatings,
the dinner and supper of the chickens:
they receive however, two more meals ac-
. cording to Monconys ; that is, a luncheon
and afternooning, the fire being lighted
four times in a day. This may depend on
the temperature of the air, as they have
“in Egypt, eggs hatched during several
months together; and as in the hottest
countries, all the months which follow one
another, have not an equal temperature
.of air, the temperature of some of them
require the fire to be lighted a greater
number of times; or that they keep it
longer in their ovens, than ought to be
-done, either in the succeeding months, or
in these which preceded.

During many days previous to that of
the hatching, it would be needless, and
even dangerous to increase the fire in the
oven ; because after a certain number of
days, the whole extent of the place has ac-
quired a degree of heat, that may be pre-
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:served in it, many days together, only by.
using afew easy precautions, notwithstand-
ing the impression of the external air, and
that without any sensible diminution, or at
least without any, which might be hurtful ta
the chickens. Travellers differ as to the pe-
riod, at the end of which, the fires cease in
the ovens ; but itseems probable that, they
are only kept up during the first eight or
ten days, the eggs being subsequently suf-
ficiently warm from the temperature already
acquired by the stoves. On the day on
which they cease to light the fires, part of
the eggs of each inferior room, are al-
ways conveyed into the room above. The
eggs had been too much heaped in the
former, and it is now time to extend and
give them more room. . It is a task suffi- -
ciently hard for the chick about to be
hatched, to break and deliver itself from
the shell, butit would be impossible for
it to lift any additional weight. '
The proper number of eggs from each
inferior room, having been removed into
the room above, all the apertures of the
rooms and of the gallery, are closely and
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exactly stopped with bungs of tow, ex«
cepting perhaps, half the apertures in the
arches ‘of cielings of the upper rooms,
which are left opep, in order to procure
there a circulation of air. This precau-
tion is sufficient to preserve in the ovens,
for many days together, the tempgrature
which has been obtained ; which indeed.
would be the case with ovens upon so con-
siderable a scale in any country, more es-
pecially in one so hot as Eygpt. The
fuel used, is the dung of cows or camels
dried and mixed with straw, made into a
Kind of turfs; in these countries, tanner’s
bark would answer the purpose, as it does
that of our hot houses for fruit. Wood
and coals, unless indeed previously char
red, would make too quick a fire.
Sicard gives an idea of the immense
quantity of chickens hatched in his timey
“in Egypt. The number of these ovens,.
dispersed in the several cantons of the
country, wasno less than three hundred
and eighty six. The business seems to
be monopolized by the Agas or govera-
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ment, and therefore cannot be varied in
extent, but by their permission.  Each
mamal has one managing Bermean,
These managers cannot absent themselves
from duty, but with leave obtained from
the Aga of Berme, never obtained but at
the expense of from six to ten crowns.
The Aga canstantly keeps a register of
these fees, which is to him a sort of
rent-roll.

The above number of ovens is kept at
work in Egypt annually, during four to
six months, allowing more time than is
necessary to hatch eight successive broods
of chickens, ducks, and turkies, makingon
the whole, yearly, three thousand and
eighty eight broods. The numberineach
hatching is not always equal, from the
oceasional difficulty of obtaining a suffi-
cient number of eggs, which may be stated
at a medium. between the two extremes,
of forty and eighty thousand to each oven.
The Bermean contracts to return, in a
living brood to his employer, two thirds
of the number of eggs set in the ovens;
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all above that number being his owni
perquisite, in addition to his salary for -
the season, which is thirty to forty crowns
exclusive of his board. According to
report, the crop of poultry thus artificially
raised in Egypt, was seldom if ever, below -
that ratio, making the enormous annual
amount of ninety two millions six hundred
and forty thousand. It is obvious that,
the apparent grand difficulty of obtaining
a sufficient number of eggs, must subsist
chiefly, or intirely, in the infancy of such
an undertaking, and that its progress must
infinitely extend the supply, as has beeri
the case in Egypt, where the breeding-
stock has been so multiplied, and where
in consequence, the commodity is so
cheap from its superabundance, that in
the time of Father Sicard, a thousand
eggs were sold for thirty or forty medins,
making three or four shillings English
money. Indeed, the chickens ‘were not
sold from the stoves by tale, but by
measure ; according to De Reaumur, by
the bushel ! And it appears from travel-
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lers of the present day, to be the custom
in Egypt, to purchase chickens by the
basket full.

Thus much may suffice, as a general
outline of Egyptian practice, inan art not
likely to be pursued in any part of Europe,
least of all in Britain, for reasons already
assigned. Exclusive of the facts, that we
are not-a poultry eating people, and that
we do not consume so many eggs, as are
required in Roman Catholic countries,
ours .is not a country from something
peculiar in its economical constitution,
which can long bear superabundance and
cheapness; a hint much at the service of
. our political economists. With respect
to the date of the above Egyptian details,
as drawn from old authors, some of whom
perhaps visited that country more than a
century since, it may be remarked that,
the orientals scarcely ever change their
customs, and that in Egypt and Arabia,
the manners and habits of the days of the
patriarchs are still generally prevalent:
. thence it is probable, that the same system

- F
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of hatching fowls, which was commeon in
the days of Father Sicard, prevails at the
present time ; nor have I met with an ac-
count of any material change, in the books
of more modern travellers.

- De Reaumur however, in the.true style
of a projector, thus reasons in support of
his favourite scheme, which previously had
been honoured with even a still more
powerful advocate, in the Regent Duc
ID’Orleans. The former . demands,—
$Why do we not try then, to make up
by art, for the scarcity of what the hens
are disposed to give us. The example of
the Egyptians, who are so much the better
for not depending upon hems to have
chickens, - seems to point out to us, what
we ought to do. Notwithstanding the
expence of building the ovens, and that
of the people employed to look after them,
their broods are not by much, so expensive
as ours: for it would be a very great mis-
take, to think that it costs us nothing to
make our hens sit ; a hen is empleyed in
sitting on her eggs, and in the care of
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her chicks that come out of them, for two-
‘months and a half at least, and sometimes
for three, or three and a half of the
months, that are most favourable for lay-
ing, and during which she might have
laid above thirty eggs at a medium. To
have fifteen .eggs sat: on, which is the
number commonly given to a ‘hen in
France, we must, of course, lose thirty
others; by which means, the price of each
of those which are put under the hen,
becomes that of three eggs. This is one
of those things that may seem to be small,
- or almust unworthy of our notice, when
considered singly; but which appear of
some importance, when we reflect.on the
prodigious number of times they are re-
peated. It would cost much more than
one hundred thousand eggs, to have only
fifty thousand of them sat on by hens ; that
is to say, above two thousand five hundred
livres, in those countries where eggs are
sold for six sous a dozen. It would not
cost us nearly so much, to have the same
number of eggs warmed after the Egyp.
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of those ovens, which are heated frequently
enough to serve to hatch chickens, vastly
surpass that of the three hundred and
eighty six, which is the whole number of
the Egyptian mamals ¢ If nothing was
wanted to us but ovens, London or Paris
alone, with the suburbs, &c. would enable
us annually to hatch more chickens, than
are hatched all over Egyptt We may
without engaging ourselves in a calcula~
tion of the number of the ovens, that are
employed to feed the inhabitants of those
large towns, very confidently affirm, that
there are a great many more than three
bundred and eighty six ; nor are the ovens
of the pastry cooks to be forgotten. In
short, the stoves dependent on them,
might serve to warm eggs and hatch
chickens all the year round, whereas the
Egyptians themselves do not. think they
can use theirs for any longer time than
six months,

It cannot then be denied, that we have
in our power, to hatch such an immense
quantity of chickens, as would much sur-

F3
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pass that which the whole kingdom can
consume, by using towards the warming
of the eggs, a part of the heat of our
‘bakers and pastry cooks, which has
hitherto been absolutely lost. However;
we are not to expect that all the people
in these trades, will at once fall into the
practice; but when some of the most
industrious and active of them, shall have
uwsed their ovens with success for this
purpose, they gradually will be.iwmitated
by others; and in time, none among them,
but those that are either too idle to be rich,
or are overloaded with business, will neg-
Yect procuring to themselves, an amuses
ment as beneficial even as the most labes
rious occupation. :
- In the year 1782, whilst restdeht in
Surry, Reaumur’s book .first fell into my
hands. 1 had often heard of such a
treatise, and being then much attached
to breeding poultry, I had a strong desire
to make trial of the Egyptian mode of
hatching the eggs. I had in fact, already
commenced, and our endeavours were
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stimulated and amply assisted by the pre-
sence of such a guide. We were however,
soon satisfied by a trial upon a very small
scale, and can in few words, explainto the
reader, both our process and the reason
for its discontinuance.

There are TWo MODES of HEATING
THE EGGS, through the means of fire, or
stable dung ; we made choice of the for-
mer. A number of eggs, wrapped in
wool and covered with flannel, in a com-
mon wicker. bottom sieve or riddle, were
suspended over a chafing dish of charcoal,
“in a chimney where was no other fire.
The chimney skreen was constautly kept
fast, in order to concentrate the ' heat.
It was a small chimney, into the funnel
of which, the wind. did not set with any
force, at least at'that time, and the heat
was well retained as in a stove. We had
. no thermometer, but measured the degree
of heat merely by our own feeling, and as
we could judge it to correspond with the
natural heat imparted by the body of the
ben during incubation. Regumur deter-

¥4
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tion to the nascent being in the shell
As the chickens advance in growth, the
covering of flannel should be made lighter,
and on the expectation of hatching, it
must be reduced to a very thin covering,
that nothing may press upon the eggs to
impede the efforts of the chickens. We
obtained between thirty and forty chick-
ens, from about forty-five eggs, all in
good health, two excepted, which being
weak, required assistance to be released,
and survived only a day or two.

The brood, placed in a basket of soft,
hay, and covered with flannel, were com-

- mitted to the same chimney, the charcoal

still burning. This was continued a day
or two, the degree of heat considerably
reduced, until they required feeding.
Making a noise with the finger nails
against & board, upon which the chicks
were placed, in imitation of the pecking
of the hen mother, first taught them to
peck at their meat, and they from natural
instinct, followed the noise readily and
eagerly. They were soon taught to drigk
Fb
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repeatedly irritating the skin’with nettles,
" in.order that the pain may.impel the bird
to take.chickens to the part.by way of
. alleviation, is equally futile and. unneces~
sary, as it is barbarous ; indeed more pro-
bable to enrage him, and endanger the
brood. It is said, feeding the chicks a
few times with the capon, attaches it to
them ; that some capons will brood them
almost immediately, others can never be
induced to it by any means: In the-mean
time AN ARTIFICIAL MOTHER cannot be
dlspensed with, under which the chickens’
may brood and shelter.

We made choice of a box, the sxdes of
which we covered with lamb’s skin dressed
with,the wool on, the lid being covered
with the saine, placed and confined sloping

- within the box, so that one extremity
reached nearly to the bottom, the other
gradually ascending: she smallest ehicks,

- by peénetrating to the farther end, could

:mestle their heads and shoulders in the
wool, and those which were taller, would
find the same convenience in the ascend

¥ 6 ’
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ing part of the lid. Such is their mode of
nestling under the hen, and which is
.absolutely necessary to their comfort, and
even their existepce. A curtain of flannel
was suspended, over the opening of the
box. ,
A wickker CacE or Koor surround-
ing the above box and artificial mother,

which will entirely confine the chickens
" to its circumference, is a great conve-
nience in bad weather, or for the purpose
of separation ; indeed a koop of that kind
for a hen and brood, is often useful. One
discovery we made in the attempt at arti-
ficial hatching, namely, that young chicks
are injured by being placed upon =&
BOARDED FLOOR, it is too cold and chill-
ing for them, the feet and legs appearing’
swoln, as if from chilblains. Dry earthis
their proper floor.

Mr. Young recommends the following
plan of an artificial mother, and the ex-
perimenter may make his election between
the two, or improve on them both, at his
discretion, .

W
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‘¢ Five broods may at once be cherish~
ed under an artificial mother.  This mo-
ther may be framed of a board ten inches
broad, and fifteen inches long, resting on’
two legs in front, two inches in height, and
on two props behind, two inches also in
height. The board must be perforated
with many small gimblet holes, for the es-
cape of the heated air, and lined with
lamb’s skin dressed with the wool on, and
the woolly side is to come in eontact with
the chickens. ‘

“ Over three of these mothers, a
wicker-basket is to be placed, for the pro-
tection of the chickens, four feet long, two
feet broad and fourteen inches high, with
a lid open, a wooden sliding bottom to
draw out for cleaning, and a long narrow
trough along the front, resting on two very
low stools, for holding their food. Perches.
are to be fixed in the basket, for the more
advanced chickens to roost on. A flannel
curtain is to be placed in front, and at
both ends of the mothers, for the chickens
to run under, from which they soon learn
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‘to push outwards and inwards. . These
-mothers with the wicker basket over them,
-are to be placed against a hot wall, .at the
‘back of the kitchen fire, or in any- qther
:warmsituation, where the heat shall notex-
-ceed 80 degrees of Fahrenheit. .

“ When the chickens'are a week old,
they are to be carried with the mother toa
grass plat for feeding, and kept warm by
a tin tube filled with bot water, which will

-continue sufficiently warm, for about three
_ hours, when the hot water is te be renewed.
Towards the evening the mothers are to
_-be again placed against the hot wak.
-'Their food as before observed, is to con-
sist of coarse barley meal, steamed till
quite soft; steamed potatoes minced quite
small, and occasionally pellets of- coarse
wheaten flour ; these articles may be given
to them alternately.” This description.is
certainly superior .to mine, in variety of
particulars and . preeision, if net in real
use.
- It will readily appear why, although we
were perfectly satisfied with our successin.
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hatching a considerable number of eggs
artificially, we did not yet wish to continue
the practice.. The fact is, there is no ades
"quate motive in this country, where a
quantity of poultry, fully equal, and even
superior to the demand, may be raised by
the natural mean: were it otherwise, there -
is no doubt; but the artificial process might
be conducted here with sufficient success,.
and to the immense multiplication of de-
mestic fowls of every description, an ade-
quate expenditure in houses and attend-
ance, being presupposed. On a first
consideration of the subject indeed, a great
apparent difficulty may present, of obtaia-
ing a sufficient quantity of eggs; but the
case is parallel, at any rate, to a certain
degree, in Egypt, where notwithstanding,
such an obstacle: has never impeded the
practice. This view is, in all likelihood,
appropriate to France, equally with. Eng-
land. No person then, will attempt arti-
ficial hatching, but from the motive of
mere curiosity, and that motive must in-
deed be powerful, to carry ane through
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the endless labour and attendance re-
quired. A lady some years since, ob-
tained a premium of ten guineas, from one
of the societies, for the plan of multiply-
ing chickens, by causing the hens to sgr
CONSTANTLY, Or a great many times in
the season, which we bhad tried without
success, many years before. It is, in
fact, to undertake the most difficult part
of the artificial process, that of bringing
up the chickens without hens, Nor
would the disappointments be few, in
_ procuring hens which would set beyond
the usual periods, and those so disposed,
soon become consumptive and useless
from such hard duty. The plan indeed
as a general one, is totally useless. On
this head, De Reaumur thus characterizes
the hens of his country ;—

“So long as we shall depend intirely
upon our hens, we must not expect to see
the multiplication of the species carried so
far as might be wished ; it is not nearly all
the hens of a poultry yard, that are wil-
ling every year to sit. In'some years,

T P B e TR e sy e - Soee T ™ T
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when I have wanted sitting hens for some
experiments, I have had the mortification
not to find above four such, among fifty or
sixty of them : complaints of hens that re-
fuse to sit, are very common in the coun-
try, (France) and I think in general that,
it seldom happens that, the third or even
the fourth part of them are so disposed.
Besides this, they are not always willing to
sit at those times, when we wish they
would, which is in part the reason why
the early chickens are dear a great while,
and why we have not every year, a sup-
ply of them as early as we wish for it.”

-

EGGS—TFEATHERS, &c.

Eccs become desicated, and in conse-
quence, lose great part of their substance
and nutritive quality, by keeping, and
every body knows the value of a fresh
laid egg. They will retain their moisture
and goodness however, three or four -
months, or more, if the pores of the shell
be closed and rendered impervious to the
air, by some unctuous application. We
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~ generaily anoint them with mutton suet
melted, and set them on end, wedged
close together, in bran, stratum super
stratum, the containing box being. closely
covered. Laid upon the side, the yolk
will adhere to the shell. They thus come
into use, at the end. of a considerable
period of time, in a state almost.equal to
new laid eggs, for consumption, but ought
not to be trusted for incubation, excepting
iu the case of the imported eggs of rare
birds. : ' ;

FeaTHERs or DowN intended for use,
should be plucked as soon as possible,
after the bird is dead, and before it is _
cold, otherwise they are defective in that
elasticity, which is their most valuable
property, and are liable to decay. The
Yird should beside, be in good heajth, and
not moulting, for .the feathers to be in
pevfection ; and being plucked, and a suf-
ficient quantity collected, ‘the sooner they
are dried upon the oven, the better, since
they are else apt to heat and stick to
gether. :

The practice of plucking the LiviNe
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FowlL, if interest must sanction such a
custom, should be performed in the mosg
tender and careful manner, and not at,
or near the time of moulting. The ripe
down only, should be taken from each
wing of the swan, goose, or duck, and
four or five feathers. ~Lean geese furnish:
the greatest quantity of down and feathers
and of the best quality ; to. which also the
goodness of their food, and the care bea
stowed, contribute in a considerable de-
gree. Geese are sometimes stripped three
‘times in the season, but in the whole
affair, I speak with entireignorance of tha
practice. Strict PRECAUTION is necessary
to Housk the stripped fowls, for a time
sufficient’ to enable them to endure the
air, and by all means, to keep them from
the water. The down and feathers of
ducks, pigeons, and partridges, are used
in Irance, for mattrasses and pillows,
M. Parmentier proposed to multiply the
breed of WHITE TURKIES, and to employ
for plumes, the. feathers found on the
lateral part of the thighs of those fowls.
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SECTION IX.

Pheasants.

I ackNow LEDGED myself obliged to Mr.
Castang, at the Menagerie in the Hamp-
stead Road, near Tottenham Court Road,
London, for several novel particulars in
the additions to the first edition of this
work, which particulars are now arrang-
ed under their proper heads. I have been
since, under a further obligation to the
same intelligent and experienced person,
on the subject of pheasants, with which,
my own practical acquaintance has not
hitherto, been very extensive.

The PHEASANTY is a native of the old
continent, and supposed by ancient au-
thors, to have been originally feund on
the banks of the Puasis, whence the
" name was probably derived. The Argo-
nauts in their celebrated expedition to
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Colchis, together with the golden fleece, -
brought back with them the Asiatic phea-
sant, a bird, the plumage of which was
equally rich and resplendent with the
fleece. This bird indeed may well vie
with the peacock, if not for gaudiness,
yet for the richness, variety, and sober
majesty of its colours, and for the beauti-
ful symmetry of its form ; and when Creesus
king of Lydia was seated on his throne,
adorned with royal magnificence, and all
the blazing pomp of Eastern splendour,
it is recorded that, he asked Solon whe~
ther he had ever before beheld so much
finery. The Greek philosopher replied,
he had seen the beautiful plumage of the
pbeasant, and had found nothing su-
perior.

The pheasant is not along lived bird, but
it is probable the PERIOD OF EXISTENCE
assigned to it by some writers, namely
six or seven years, is too short. The
wholesomeness of its flesh was proverbial,
among the old physicians; it is of a high

)
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" flavour and alkalescent quality, and in
perfection in autumn. A young pheasant
very fat, is reckoned anexquisite dainty.
Iv‘a wild state, the hen LaYS from eighteen

" to twenty eggs in a-season, but seldem

more than fen, in a state of confinement.

Pheasants are not'to be tamed by domes-

tication, like other fowls, nor is the flesh of

those brought up in the house, in any
degree, comparable to that of the wild
pheasant: thence they are bred at home,
éither merely for shew, or for the purpose
of replenishing the proprietor's grounds;
both with regard to number or particular
varieties. However good nursing mothers
in a wild state, pheasant hens are far
otherwise in the house, whence their eggs
are always HATCHED at home by the com-
mon hen, generally at present, by the
smooth legged BanTaM. The natural

‘NEsT of the pheasant is composed of dry

‘grass and leaves, which being provided

for her in confinement, she will sometimes

properly dispose. The cock is bold, vo-

7
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racious and ctruel; and one which I had
many - years ago, caught a canary bird
which had accidentally escaped, and was
observed with it beneath his talons, in the
proper attitude of the hawk, tearing
to pieces and devouring it. Pheasants have
been seen preying upon a dead carcase, in
company with carrion crows, and it. has
been said -that they will fall upon a.dis-
eased and weak companion of their own
species, and devour it, They feed upan
all kinds of insects and vermin, like the
. peacock, and are said to be particularly

greedy of toads, provided they be not too
large to swallow; whereas, according to
report, they will not touch the frog, of
which ducks are so fond. .

The progeny between the pheasant and
the common fowl, are necessarily MULEs,
as proceeding from different species,
although of the same genus. They may
be obtained, with some little difficulty,
which they scarcely repay, as being
neither an improvement in form or.gaod-
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR BREEDING PHEA-
” SANTS. !

By P. Casrane, Son-in-law and Manager
to the late JosHUA BROOKES. -

Eecs being provided, put them under
a hen that has kept the nest three or four
days; and, if you set two or three hens
on the same day, you will have the advan-
“tage of shifting the good eggs. At the
end of ten or twelve days throw away
those that are bad, and set the same hen
or hens again, if setting hens should not
be plenty. ' ’

The hens having set their full time, such
of the young pheasants as are already
hatched, put into a basket, with a piece
of flannel, till the hen has done hatching.

The brood, now come,. put under a
frame with a net over it, and a place for
the hen, that she cannot get to the young
pheasants, but that they may go to her;
and feed them with boiled egg cut small,
boiled milk and bread, alum curd, ants’
eggs, a little of ‘each sort, and often.

G
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After two or three days they will be a¢-
quainted with the call of the hen that
hatched them, then they may have their
liberty to run on the grass plat, or else-
where, observing to shift them with the
sun, and out of the cold winds; they need
not have their liberty in the morning till
the sun is up; and they must be shut in
with the hen in good time in the evening.

Every thing new going on properly,
you must be very careful (in order to
guard against the distemper to which they
are liable) in your choice of a situation
for breeding the birds up; and be less
afraid of foxes, dogs, pole cats, and all
sorts of vermin, than the distemper. 1
had rather encounter all the former than
the latter ; for those with care may be pre-
vented, but the distemper once got in, is
like the plague, and destroys all your
hopes. What I mean by a good situation
is nothing more than a place where no
poultry, pheasants, or turkeys, &c. have
ever been kept; such as the warm side of
a field, orchard, pleasure ground, or gar-

——
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den, or even on.a common, or a good
green lane, under circumstances of this
kind; or by a wood side ; but then it is.
proper for a man to keep with them under
a temporary hovel, and to have two or-
three dogs chained at proper distance,
with a lamp or two at night. I have known -
a great number of pheasants Lred up in
this manner in the most exposed situa-
tions, It is proper for the man always
to have a gun, that he may keep off the
hawks, owls, jays, magpies, &c. The
dogs and lamps shy the foxes more than
any thing; and the dogs will give tongue
for the man to be on his guard if smaller
vermin are near, or when strollers make
their appearance. }

'The birds going on as before men-
tioned, should so continue till September,
or (if very early bred) the middle of
August. Before they begin to shift the
long feathers in the tail, they are to be
shut up in the basket with the ben regu-
larly every night; and when they begin
to shift their tail the birds are large, and

¢ 2 )
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begin to lie out, that is, they are not wil-
ling to come to be shut up in the basket:
those that are intended to be turned out
‘wild should be taught to perch (a situa-
tion they bave never been used to); this
is done by tying a string to the hen’s leg,
and obliging her to sit in a tree all night:
tbe sure you put her in the tree before sun-
set; and, if she falls down, you must
.persevere in putting her up again till she
-is contented with her situation; then the
young birds will follow the hen and perch
with her.” This being done, and the
country now covered with corn, fruits of
shrubs, &c. &c. they will shift for them-
selves. )

For such young pheasants as you make
choice of for your breeding stock at home,
and likewise to turn out in spring follow-
ing, provide a new piece of ground,
*large and roomy for two pens, where no

" pheasants, &c. have been kept, and there put
your young birds in as .they begin to shift
their tails. . Such of them as you intend
to turn out ata future time, or in another



Pheasants. ' 123

pface, put into one pen netfed over, and
leave their wings as they are; and those
you wish to keep for breeding put into .

the other ‘pen, cutting one wing of each - -

bird.- The gold and silver. pheasants you
must pen earlier, or they will be off.
Cut the wing often; and when first
penned feed all your young birds' with
barley-meal, dough, corn, and plenty of
. green turmps,

A Receipt to make Alum Curd.

TaxE new milk, as much as-your young
birds require, and boil it with a lump of
alum, so as not to make the curd hard and
tough, but custard like.

N.B. Alittle of this curd twice a day,
and ants’ eggs after every time they have
had a sufficient quantity of .the other
food. If they do not eat heartily, give
them some ants’ eggs to create an appes
" tite, but by no means in such abundance
as to be considered their food,
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ready in April. Period of I1NCUBATION
the same in the pheasant as in the com-
mon hen. Pheasants, like the pea-fowl,
will clear grounds of insects and reptiles,
but will spoil all wALL-TREES within their
reach, by pecking off every bud and
leaf. ) :

FerpING.  Strict CLEANLINESS to be
-observed, the meat not to be tainted with
dung, and the water to be pure and often
renewed. Ants eggs being scarce, hog
lice, ear wigs, or any iusects may ‘be
given; or artificial ants eggs substituted,
composed of flour beaten up with an'egg
and shell together, the pellets rubbed be-
tween the fingers to the proper size.
After the first three weeks, in a scarcity
of ants’ eggs, CasTaANG gives a few
GENTLES, procured from a good liver
tied up, the gentles, when ready, dropping
into a pan or box of bran; to be given
sparingly, and not considered as common
food,

Foop for grown pheasants, barley ar
wheat; generally the same as for other

¢ 4
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poultry. Ina cold spring nEMP  SEED,
or other warming seeds are comfortable,
and will forward the breeding stock.

Of the noblemen and gentlemen who
have PRIVATE MENAGERIES for pheasants,
and who are large breeders, Lorp Bravy-
BROOK, at Audley End, Essex, and the
EaryL of JErsEY, at Osterley Park, Mid-
dlesex, are among the most eminent.
There are also pheasant breeders, who
make a trade of it, rearing two or three
hundred in a season. It was formerly
held impracticable to breed any consider-
able number of these birds, on the sup-
position that they could not be reared on
any other food than ants’ eggs, of which
a sufficient plenty could never be de-
pended om; but in all probability, those
already recommended are very sufficient
substitutes.

ey -
Y
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SECTION X.

On feeding and fattening Chickens.

THE points for consideration on this
branch of the subject are—the local con-
veniences, the modes, common or extra-
ordinary, the variety and quality of the
food, and the length of time necessary for
complétion of the object.

The well-known common methods are,
to give fowls the run of the farm-yard,
where they thrive upon the offals of the
stable, and other refuse, with perhaps some
small regular daily feeds, but-particularly
at thrashing time, they become fat, and are'
thence styled BARN DoOOR FOowLs, pro.
bably the most delicate and high flavoured
of all others, both from their full allowance
of the finest corn, and the constant health
in which they are kept, by living in the
natural state, and having the full enjoy-

¢S5
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ment of air #nd exercise: or they are
confined during a certain number of
weeks, in koops, those fowls which are
soonest ready, being drawn as wanted.
. It is a common practice with some house-
wives, to koop their barn door fowls for a
‘week or two, under the notion of improv-
ing them for the table and increasing their
fat; a practice which however seldom suc-
ceeds, since the fowls generally pine for
their loss of liberty, and slighting their food,
lose instead of gaining additional flesh.
Such a period, in fact, is too short for them
to become accustomed to confinemept.
FEEDING HOUSES, at once warm and
airy, with earth floors such as have been
already described, well raised, and capa-
cious enough to accommodate twenty or
thirty fowls, have always succeeded best
-according .to my experience. 'The
floor may be slightly littered down, the
litter often changed, and the greatest
cleanliness should be observed. Sandy
gravel should be placed in  several
different layers and often changed. A
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become already crooked breasted from
perching whilst at large, .although much
depends upon form in this case, since we
find aged cocks and hens of the best
shape, which have perched all their lives,
‘with the breast bone perfectly straight.

It has always been a favourite maxim
among feeders that, THE PRIVATION “oF
LIGHT, by inclining fowls to a constant
state of repose, excepting when moved by
the appetite for food, promotes and ac-
celerates obesity. It may probably be so,
although not promotive of health; but as
it is no question that, a state of obesity
obtained in this way, cannot be a state
of health, a real question arises—whether
the flesh of animals so fed, can equal in
flaveur, nutriment and salubrity, that of the
same species fed in a more natural way ¥
Pecuniary and market interest may per-
haps be best answered by the plan of dark-
ness and close confinement, but a feeder
for his own table, of delicate taste, and
ambitjous of furnishing his board with the

_~£hoicest and most salubrious viands, wil

1‘
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. declarefor the natural mode of feeding; and
in that view, A FELDING YARD, gravelled
and sown with the grasses already de-
scribed, the room being open all day, for -
the fowls to retire at pleasure, will have
a decided preference, as the nearest ap-
proach to the barn door system.

Sized store fowls have been mtende&

~* thus far ; but the above feeding rooms are

well calculated for fattening the younger
chickens, whiclr may he put up as soon as
the hen shall have quitted her charge, and
so to speak, before they have run off their
sucking flesh. For generally when well
kept and in health, they will be in fine
condition and full of flesh, at that period,
which flesh is afterwards expended in the
exercise of foraging for food, and in the
increase of stature, and it may be a work
of some time afterwards, to reeover it and
more especially in young cocks, and al
those which stand high upon the leg. In
fact, all those which appear to have long
legs, should be fattened from the hen, to

make the best of them ; it being extremely
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difficult and often impossible to fatten long
legged fowls in koop, which however are
brought to a good weight, at the bara
door. ’

In the year 1779, says one of those
small publications, which are circulated
through the country, for the instruction of
our housewives, a gentleman in London
presented to a learned body, a newly in-
vented method of rearing chickens for the
spit, quicker than was ever before disco-
vered, for which the learned society hon-
oured him with a gold medal. The me-
thod is as follows—the chickens are to be
taken from the hen, the night after they
are hatched, and fed with eggs boiled hard,
chopped and mixed with crumbs of bread,
as larks and other birds are fed, for the
first fortnight ; after which, give them oat-
meal and treacle, mixed so as to crumble,
of which the chickens are very fond, and
thrive so fast, that at two meonth's end,
they will be as large as full grown fowls.
On this sagacious project, I shalljonly re-

: _\;_nark that, however learned the public
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body alluded to, might be, on other im- .
portant subjects, they appear by this
award, to have shiewn little information in
chickenology.

In the choice of ruLL s1zED fowls for
- feeding, the short legged and early hatched
always deserve a preference. The green

linnet is an excellent model of form for - -

the domestic fowl, and the true Darking
breed approaches the nearest to such mo-
del.. In course, the smaller breeds and
the game, are the most delicate and soon-
est ripe. The London chicken butchers
as. they are termed, or poulterers, are said
to be of all others, the most dexterous and
expeditious feeders, putting up a koop of
fowls and making them thoroughly fat,
within the space of a fortnight; using
much grease, and that perhaps not of the
most delicate kind, in the food. In this
way, I have no boasts to make, having al-
ways found it necessary to allow a consi-
derable number of weeks for the purpose
of makingfowls fatinkoops. In the common
way, this business is often badly managed,
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fowls being huddled together in a small
koop, tearing each other to pieces, instead
of enjoying that repese which alone can
ensure the wished for object; irregularly
fed and cleaned, until they axe so stenched
and poisoned in their own excrement,
that their flesh actually smells and tastes
of it, when smoakidg up on the table.

All practical and practicable plans have’
their peculiar advantages, among others,
that of leaving poultry to FORAGE AND
SHIFT FOR THEMSELVES; but where a
steady and regular profit is required from
them, the best method, whether for
dometic use or sale, i3 CONSTANT HIGH
XEEP from the beginning, whence they
will not only be always ready for the table
with very little extra attention, but their
flesh will be superior in juiciness and rich -
flavour, to those which are fattened from
a low or emactated state. Fed in this
mode, the sPRING PULLETS are particu-
larly fine, at the same time most nourish-
ing and restorative food. The pullets
which have been hatched in March, if
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high fed from the zeat will lay plentifully
throughout the following autumn, and not
being intended for breeding stock, the
advantage of their eggs may be taken, and
themselves disposed of thoroughly fat for
the table in February, about which period
their laying will be finished. In February
1792, -we had a fine shew of white and
. coloured pullets, most wonderfully im-
proved in size, although we had not for
years changed our stock, and so -exces-
sively fat from the run of the barn-yard,
that they opened more like Michaelmas
geese than chickens.

Instead of giving ordinary and TAIL
CORN to my fattening and breeding poul-
try, I have always found it most advan-
tageous, to allow the heaviest and best,
putting the confined fowls upon a level
with those fed at the barn door, where
they have their share of the weightiest and
finest corn. This high feeding shews
itself not only in the size and flesh of the
fowls, but in the size, weight, and sub-
stantial goodness of their eggs, which ia
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liar with the hens, since a stranger will not
always be received, and such a circum-
stance will sometimes totally interrupt the
business of the poultry yard : these parti-
eulars respecting the cdck, require the
more especial attention, since according
to the old poultry books, one cock was
deemed sufficient for ten or even a dozen
hens, whereas in winter time, a cock to
every four hens may be necessary. Buffon
says, a hen well fed and attended, will
produce upwards of one hundred and fifty
eggs in a year, beside two broods of
chickens. I have observed, a hen gene-
rally cackLEs three or four days previ-
ously to laying. Some half bred game
hens began to lay, as soon as their chick-
ens were three weeks old ; the consequence
of high keep and good attendance of the
cocks. '

QUANTITIES OF FOOD. By an experi-
ment made in July, 1806, a measured
peck of good barley, keptin a high style
of condition, the following stock, confined,
. and having no other provision; one cock,

e LN

‘\
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8 hens, 3 March chickens, 6 April and 6™
May ditto, during eight clear days, and
one feed left. According to another trial,
in the winter season, a cock and two hens
kept by themselves seven clear days, con-
sumed a quarter of a peck of the best bar~
ley, baving no other food, having as much
as they chose to eat. The same being
tried at their liberty, and pecking about,
.with cabbage leaves occasionally thrown
to them, did not eat so much barley in the
week, although allowed all they desired.
They were in a perfect thriving state, but
it must be remembered that light and or-
dinary corn would not have gone so far,
or have kept the fowls in such condition.
Poultry which have their fill of corn will
- eat occasionally cabbage or mangel wurt-
.zel leaves greedily. Barley and wheat are
-the great dependence for chicken poultry.
.. The heaviest oats will keep them it is true,
but neither go so far as other corn, nor
agree so well with the chickens, being apt
to scour them, and the chickens generally
are tired of oats after a while. Brank or
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eperator is placed upon them, the great
loc of lus right foot pressing upon the
legs to keep them fast. After pulling the
Jeathers, an incision is made, . one inch
long, and one inch from the spine, obliquely
downward and forward. The reader may
smile at that which may be deemed false
delicacy in me, but I bave naturally a kind
of dread and abhorrence of all practices of
this kind, however profitable. I can take
the life of an animal, without the shadow
of a scruple, but every act that bears the
semblance of torture, shocks me to the
marrow. They who wish to have their
fowls or rabbits safely cut, where the prace
tice is not common, must procure an ope-‘
rator from the proper district.
CramMiNGg. Barley and wheat meal
are generally the basis, or chief ingredient,
in all fattening mixtures for chickens and
fowls ; but in Sussex, ground oats are
used, and in that county, I think, oats are
in higher repute fdr fattening than else-
where, many large hogs being there fat-
-jened with them. ‘T'he Sussex men
3 .
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‘making the highest pretensions as poultr¢
feeders, I shall give them the precedence
in quotation. In the report for that
county, the Rev. Arthur Young says,
% North Chappel, Kinford, &c. are fa-
mous for their fowls. They are fattened
there to a size and perfection, unknown
elsewhere. The food given them is ground
eats made into gruel, mixed with hog’s
grease, sugar, pot liquor and milk: or
ground oats, treacle and suet, sheep’s
plucks, &c. The fowlsare kept very warm,
end crammed morning and, night. The
pot liquor is mixed with a few handfulls of
eatmeal and boiled, with which the meal
is kneaded into crams or rolls of a pro-
per size. The fowls are put into the
coop two or three days before they are
crammed, which is continued for a fort-
night, and they are then sold to the
higlers. Those fowls, full grown, weigh
seven pounds each, the average weight
five pounds, but there are instances of in-
dividuals double the weight. They were
sold at the time of the survey, at four to

{
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five shillings each, Mr. Turner of North
Chappel, a tenant of Lord Egremont,
crams two hundred fowls per annum,
Many fat capons are fed in this manner}
. good ones always look pale and waste
away: great art and attention is requisite
to cut them, and numbers are destroyed
in the operation. The Sussex breed are
too long in the body to be cut with much
success, which is done at three quarters
old.” Thus far Mr. Young—but what
can possibly be meant'by—good ones.al-
ways looking pale and wasting away. One
would suppose that, wasting away, must
be indicative of loose, flabby and bad fleslr,
instead of good.

OaxkincHAM in Berks, is particularly
famous for fatted fowls, by which many
persons in that town and vicinity, gdin-a
livelihood. The fowls are sold to the
London dealers, and the sum of £150 has
been returned in one market day by this
trafficc. Twenty dozen of these fowls were
purchased for one gala at Windsor, after
the rate of balf a guinea the couple. At

H
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some seasons, fifieen shillings have been
.paid for a couple. Fowls constitute the
principle commerce of the town. Rom-
ford in Essex, is also a great market for
poultry, but generally of the store or barn-
door kind, and not artificially fed. -

The Oakinghamm METHOD OF FEEDIXG,
is to confine the fowls in a dark place, and
- cram them with a paste made of barley
meal, mutton suet, treacle or coarse su-
gar and milk, and they are found com.’
pletely ripe in a fortnight. If kept longer,
the fever that is induced by this continued
state of repletion, renders them red and
unsaleable, and frequently kills them.
Geese are likewise bred in the same neigh-
bourhood, in great numbers, and sold
about Midsummer to itinerant dealers, the
price at the time the survey was mnade,
two shillings, to two and three pence each.
I must presume to repeat, it appears to me
utterly contrary to reason, that fowls fed
‘upon such greasy and impure mixtures,
can possibly produce flesh or fat so firm,
delicate, high flavoured, or nourishing,
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as those fattened upon more simple and
substantial food; as for example, meal
and milk, and I think lightly of the'addition
of either treacle or sugar. With respect
to grease of any kind, its chief effect must
be to render the flesh loose and of indeli-
cate flavour. Nor is any advantage gain-
ed, excluding the commercial one, as I
confine myself entirely to the consideration
of home use, by very quick feeding; for
real excellence cannot be obtained, but by
waiting nature'’s time, and using the best
food. Beside all this, I have been very
unsuccessful in my few attempts to fatten
fowls by cramming—they seemed to loathe
the crams, to pine, and to lose the flesh
they were put up with, instead of acquiring
fat; and where crainmed fowls do succeed,
they must necessarily, in the height of their
fat, be in a state of disease.

SaLe anp prices. At Christmas,
1804, a Sussex farmer received from his
salesman in London, seven shillings each,
for one lot of carowns, for another, ten
shillings each. The best of them weighed

H2
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eight pounds each. At the same time,
" two India ships took out-as stores, one
hundred and fifty dozen of -HENs. No
cocks were admitted, on account of the
danger of their fighting, nor any young
poultry, as they will -not stand a sea

veyage.
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SKCTION XL
The Turkey. Breeding and Mariagement.

THE turkey-cock fs sufficient for six
hens, and even more under the manage-
ment of some districts, where one breeder
keeps a cock for his own, and for the usa
of his peighbours, who send their hens,
and in that mode, avoid the charge of-
keeping a cock; but this practice is ex«’
posed to uncertainty, and is scarcely worth
following, although whilst the hen is set-
ting, the absence of a cock is no loss, ashe
will sometimes find the opportunity of tear-
ing the hen from her nest, and in the strug-
gle, of destroying the eggs.

The hen will cover according to her
size, from nine to fifteen EGas, and unless

H 3



150 Incubation.

attended to, will perhaps steal a nest
abroad, in some improper and insecure
place. The turkey hen lays a consider-
able number of eggs in the spring, to the
amount of eighteen to twenty-five up-
wards, and her term of incubation is thirty
days. She is a most steady sitter, and
will sometimes continue upon her eggs un-
til almost starved, rather than quit her
nest : heuce the necessity of constant at-
tendance with both victuals and water. She
s also a most affectionate mother ; and
that most curious and accurate observer
Buffon, remarks her soft and plaintive cry
with her different tones and inflections of
voice, expressive of her various feelings. -
These facts, however, are to be received
with a due degree of circumspection, since
I bave known unsteady sitters among
turkies, and however affectionate, the
turkey hen, from her natural heedlessness
and stupidity, is the most careless of mo-
thers, and being a great traveller herself]
will drag her brood over field, heath or
bog, never casting a regard behind her ta
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eall in her straggling chicks, nor stopping -

wliilst she has one left to follow her. . She
differs beside, in this particular, from the
industrious common hen; she never
scratches for her chicks, leaving them en-
‘tirely to their own instinct and their owa
industry. On these accounts, where tur-
kies are bred to any extent, and are per-
mitted to range, it is necessary to allow
them a xeepeR. The turkey hen is
nevertheless extremely vigilant and quick
in discovery of any birds of prey in the air
which may endanger her brood, and has
the faculty by a peculiar cry, of communi-
cating her alarm, on which the chicks im-

mediately seek shelter, or squat themselves

upon the earth: but she will not, from her

timid nature, fight for her brood, as the'

common hen will. The domesticated as,

well as the wild turkies, run with consider-

able speed. - - :
The cHICKS must be withdrawn from

the nest as soon as hatched, and kept very

warm. It is a very old and very general

custom, to plunge them instantly in cold

B4
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water, and then give them each a whole
pepper-corn, with a smail tea spoonfull
of mitk. This baptism is used by way
of a prophylactic against catching cold,
to which young chicks are so peculiarly
hable; baut it is a practice which- I have
never used, and from which, in severe
weather, 1 should suspect danger; how-
ever, their being instantly thereafter,
wrapped in wool or flannel, may secure
them. The turkey from sitting so close
and steadily, hatches more .regular and
quickly than the common hen. »

The ben and brood must be sHousEDp
during 2 month or six weeks, dependent
vpon the state of the weather. First
roop, curd and barley meal kneaded with -
milk, and frequently renewed with clear”
_water, rather than milk, which often seours
them. In case of the chicks appearing
sickiy and the feathers ruffled, indicating
a chill from severity or change of weather, -
we generally allowed half ground malt
with the barley meal, and by way of a
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medicine, powdered carraway or eoriane
der seeds. Also. ARTIFICIAL WORMS, Of
boiled meat pulled inte strings, in running
after which the chicks bave a salutary ex-
ercise. ‘It is to be noted shat, the above
diet. is beneficial for every other species of
chicks, equally with the turkey. Superfluous
moisture, whether external or internal, is
death to chickens, therefore all slop vie-
tuals should be rigorously avoided. The
utmost CLEANLINESS is necessary, and a
dry cRAVELLED layer is most proper. A
fresh TURF of ahort sweet grass daily
cleared from snails er slugs which will
scour young chicks, is very pleasing and
comfortable to them, and promotes their
health. The above substantial food was
always our. chief dependence with this
brood, nor did -we ever find it necessary,
to waste time in collecting ants’ egys -or
nettle seed, or give clover, rue or worm-
wood according to.the directions of the
elder housewives. Eggs boiled hard, are
.equally proper with curd, and generally

HS. : )



158 Kosping..

nearer at hand; the-eggs being rotten, is:
said to-be no objection, although we never
used such.

Our first preference of water instead: of
milk for turkey chicks, so much recom-
mended: by the eld writers, arose from the
observation that, chickens: at large among
the troughs. of milk-fed pigs, generally
were sickly and'scouring, and rough-in their
feathers ;- and: more particularly so, when
they had access to-potatoe-wash, which not
only purged.thgm, but glued their feathers
sogether; keeping them: in. a comfortless
and unhealthy state.

The weather being remarkably favoura-
ble, we have usually xooPED the hen
abroad; about two.hours ia the forenaon,
in a moderately warmsun, whilst thechicks
were only three or four weeks.old, great
care being taken.that, they did not: stray
far from- the koop. Six weeks is their
Tongest period.of confinement within deers,
after. which: it.is more safe to koop the hen
for another fortnight, that the chicks may
acquire strength abroad sufficient to enable;
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them to follow the dam, they being natu-
rally inclined to stray too far and to
weaken themselves by fatigue. When full
half grown and well feathered, they be-
come sufficiently hardy, and in a good
range will provide themselves throughout.
the day, requiring only to be fed at their
out-letting in the meorning and on their
return at even: the same in spacious
farm-yards; if confined to the poultry
yard, their food and treatment is similar.
to that of the common cock and hen.
Turkies would prefer toosting abroad
upon high trees, in the suminer seasom,
could that be permitted with a view to
their safe keeping, - . ‘ B

To rATTEN. - Sodden barley, or barley
and wheat meal mixed, is the proper food
for turkies confined to feeding; generally
their food and treatment are the same
with other fowls. They may be fattened
early, er may be caPoN1ZED, a practice
not very common, but the bulk of the
turkies are fed for. Christmas, or the
months immediately preceding and subse-~

KRG
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quént, when the quantities fat, sent to-
London from Norfolk alone, are immense-
ly great; asalso are previously the droves
of store turkies. Turkies share with the
geese, in ‘gleaning the corn fields, or
shacking, and the former forage over the
woods and commons, in the autumnal
season, after which, they are put up to be
completely fattened. 1 have heard of the
Norfolk turkies fattened to weigh twenty,
and even thirty pounds each; and Buffon’
relates that the wild turkey of America,
has been known to attain the weight of
sixty pounds; but I have never made any’
heavier than fifteen pounds ready for the
spit. ‘
Turkies are the most tender and difficult.
to rear of any of our domestic fowls, buts
with due care and attention, which, rightly
considered, in all things, give -the.least
tgouble, they may be produced and multi-
. plied with little or no loss, and the same
may be averred with all truth,. of the res’
of cur domestic fowls, and animals in ge
neral; the losses and vexations annually. -
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deplored, arising almost entirely from
ignorance and carelessness ‘united hand
in hand. Turkies as well as geese, under.
a judicious system, may be rendered an
object of a certain degree of consequence
to the farmer.

. AQUATIC FOWLS. ‘
Under a regular system, it would be
preferable to separate entirely the aquatic
from the other poultry, the former to have,
their houses ranged along the banks of a
piece of water, with a fence, and suffi-
ciently capacious walks in front;-access.
to the water by doors, to be closed at will,
Should the water be of considerable ex~
tent, a small boat would be necessary, and
might be also conducive to the pleasure
of angling., . « _
The puck will cover from eleven to.
fifteen eggs; her term of incubation
THIRTY days. . One DRAKE to five ducks,
They begin to lay in February, and unless .
watched will lay abroad and conceal their,
eggs. 'The duck, on leaving her nest,
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each, with respect to eolour ; since white
and light coloured ducks. produce similar
coloured eggs, and the brown and dark
coloured ducks those of the greenish blue
and largest sice. At any rate, it is most
safe that the eggs be all of one colour,
sioce I have known some. few instances of”
the duck turning out with her bill, those
eggs which. were not of her natural colour,
The-duck swimming with her tail flat, and
level with the water, indicates. her egg
being ready for protrusion.

During 1INcUBATLON, the duck requires
a, secret and: safe place, rather than any
attendance, and. will, at nature’s call,
cover her eggs and seek her. food, and the
refreshment of the waters. On HATCHING,
there. i3 not often a necessity for taking
away any of the brood, barring accidents;
and having hatched, let the duck retain
her young upon the nest her own time.,
On her moving with. her. brood, prepare a:
coop, upon. the short grass, if the weather:
be fine, or under shelter, if otherwise; a

wide and. flat. dish. of water ;. often. to. be:
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renewed, standing at hand; barley, or any
meal, the first food. In rainy weather
particularly, it is useful to clip the tails of
the ducklings, and the surrounding down
beneath, since theyare else apt to draggle
and weaken themselves. The duck should
be cooped at a distance from any other.
The period of her confinement to the
coop, depends on the weather and the
strength of the ducklings. A fortnight
seems the longest time necessary; and
they may be sometimes permitted to enjoy -
the pond at the end of a week, but not for
too great a length at once, least of all, in
cold wet weather, which will affect and
cause them to scour and appear rough
and draggled. In such case, they must
be kept within a while, and have an allow-
ance of bean or pea meal mixed with
their ordinary food. The meal of buck
wheat and the former is then proper.
The straw beneath the duck should be
often renewed, that the brood may have a
dry and comfortable bed ; and the mother
herself be well fed with solid corn, without
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an ample allowance of which, ducks are
not to be reared or kept in perfection,
although they gather so much abroad.

Duck xces are often hatched by nHens,
when ducks are more in request than.
¢hickens; also as ducks, in unfavourable
. situations, are the more easy to rear, as
more hardy; and the plan has no objecs
tion in & confined place, and with a small
stock, without the advantage of a pond;
but the hen is much distressed, as is suffi-
ciently visible, and in fact, injured by the
anxiety she suffers, in witnessing the sup-
posed perils of her children venturing
upon the water., ‘

Ducks are FATTENED, either in confine-
ment, with plenty of food and water, or
full as well, restricted to a pond, with
access to as much solid food as they will -
eat, which last method I prefer. They
fatten speedily, in this mode, mixing their
hard meat with such variety abroad, as is
natural to them, more particularly, if
already in good case; and there is no
check or impediment to thrift from pining,

-
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but every mouthful tells and -weighs its
due weight. A dish of mixed food, if;
preferred to whole corn, may remain on
the bank, or ratber in a shed,. for the
ducks. I must here mention a fact,
which I have either actually verified, or
supposed that I have verified. BARLEY,
in any form, should never be used to
fatten aquatics, ducks or geese, since. it
renders their flesh loose, woolly, and
insipid, and depriving it of that high
savoury flavour of brown meat, which is
its valuable distinction ; in a word, ren=
dering it chickeny, not unlike in flavour;
the flesh of ordinary and yellow legged -
fowls. OarTs, whole or bruised, are the
standard fattening material for pucks and
GEESE, to which may be added pea-meal,
as it may be required. The house-wash
is profitable to mix up their food, under
confinement ; but it is obvious, whilst
they have the benefit of what the pond
affords, they can be in no want of loose
food,
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Acorxs in seasoo, are much affected .
by ducks which have a range; and in
former days, residing on the borders of a
forest, 1 had annually great numbers fat-.
tened entirely on that provision, to such
* @xcess, that the quantity of fat was incon-
venient, both in cooking, and upon the
table. Ducks so fed, are certainly inferior
in delicacy, but the flesh eats high, and is
far from disagreeable. I have also occa-
sionally ate of them fed on butchers’ offal,
when  the flesh resembles wild fowl in
flavour, with however considerable infe-
riority. Offal fed ducks flesh does net
yet emit the abominable stench which
issues fram offal-fed pork, and with which
the dining tables of London are so fre~
quently and satisfactorily perfumed.

The Goose.

A caxDER and five geese comprise a
single breeding stock. The goose sits
upon her eggs from twenty-seven to thirty.
days, covering from eleven to fifteen eggs.
A nest should be prepared for her in a
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'secure place, as soon as carrying straw in
her bill, and other tokens, declare her
readinessto lay. Theé earliness and warmth
of the spring are the general causes of the
early laying of geese, which is of conse-
quence, since there may. be tine for two
broods within the season, not however a
common occurrence ; and which happen-
ing successively for two or three seasons,
bas occasioned some persons formerly, to
set a high value upon their stock, as if of.
a peculiar and more valuable breed than
the common. The method however, to..
attain this advantage is, to feed breeding
geese high throughout the winter, with
solid corn, and on the commencement
of the breeding season, to allow them
boiled barley, malt, fresh grains, and fine
pollard mixed up with ale, or other stimu-
lants. .

With a good GANDER present, no mis-
chief can happen to the sitting geese, with-
out extraordinary alarm, he sitting cen-
tinel at the chamber door of his wives.
With respect to feeding the goose or duck
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upon the nest, it may be occasionally re-
- quired, but is not a thing of much ac-
count, since they will generally repair to
the water sufficiently often, from their na-
tural inclination, The goose will not
quit until she has completed her hatch,
nor would it be very practicable to take
any of the goslins from ber, were it nes
cessary, as she is too strong and resolute
and might kill some in the struggle.

It has been formerly recommended, to
kecp the newly hatched cuLLs in house, -
duging a week, least they get cramp from
the damp earth, to which they are indeed
liable ; but we did not find this indoor
" confinement necessary, penning the goose
and her brood between four hurdles, upon
a piece of drygrass, well sheltered, putting
them out late in the morning, or not at all
in severe weather, and ever taking them in, -
early in the evening. Sometimes we have
pitched double the number of hurdles, for
the convenience of two broods, there be-
ing no quarrels among this sociable and
harmless part of the feathered race, so un-
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like these quarrelsome and murderous
fiends, the common, or gallinaceous fowls,
We did not even find it necessary to inters
_ pose a parting hurdle, which, on occasion,
may be always conveniently done. The
FPIRST FoOD similar to that of the duck,
but with some cooling greens, elivers or
the like, intermixed—namely, barley meal,
bruised oats, or fine pollard. -

For- the FIKST RANGE, a convenient
field containing water, is to be preferred
to an extensive common, over which, the
gulls or goslins are dragged by the old
one, until they become cramped or tired,
some of them squatting down and remain-
ing behind at even, which the good house-
wife sees no more. It is also necessary to
destroy all the nemLock or deadly night-
shade, within the range of young geese,
many of which drop off annually, from
eating that poison, when the cause
is not suspected. I know not that the
elder geese will eat hemlock, but I be- -
lieve that both the young and oid have
been occasionally killed by swallowing

] ,
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slips of yEw. The young becoming pretty
well feathered, will also be too large to be
contained or brooded beneath the mother’s
wings, and will then sleep in groups by
her side, and must be supplied with good
and renewed straw beds, which they con-
vert into excellent dung.” Being now able
to frequent the pond, and range the com-
mon at large, the young geese will obtain
their living, and few people, favourably
situated, allow them any thing more, ¢x-
cepting the vegetable produce of the gar-
den. But it has been my constant prac-
tice, always to dispense a moderate qaan-
tity of any solid corn or pulse, at hand, to
the flocks of store geese, both morning and
evening, on theirgoing out and theirreturn,
together, in the evening more especially,
with such greens as chanced to be at com-
wand : cabbage, mangel wurtzel leaves,
lucerne, tares, and occasionally sliced
carrots. By such fall keeping, our geese-
were ever in a fleshy state, and attained a
large size; the young ones were also for-
ward and valuable breeding stock.
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Geese managed on the above' mode;
will be speédily FATTENED green, thatis,
at a month or six weeks old, or after the
run of the corn stubbles. Two or three
weeks after the latter, must be sufficient to
make them thoroughly fat; indeed I pre-
fer a goose fattened intirely in the stubbles,
granting it to have been previously in good
case, and to be full fed in the field; Since
an over-fattened goose is too much in the
oil-cakeand grease tub style, to admit even
the ideas of delicacy, tender firmness, or
true flavour. But when needful to fatten
them, the feeding-houses already recom-
mended, are most convenient. With
clean and renewed beds of straw, plenty
of clean water, and upon oats crushed or
otherwise, pea or bean meal, the latter
however coarse and ordinary food; of
pollard ; the articles mixed up with skim-
med milk when to be obtained, geese will
fatten pleasantly and speedily. I know no-
thing of the imposthume said by our elders,
to grow upon the rump of the feeding
goose, and through which, she perpetual-

*
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ly, like abear, 'sucks her own fat, and
which thence must needs be exsected.
Noram I, however ardently attached to
the writings of antiquity, sufficiently clas-
sical, or a gourmand. of sufficient taste
and calibre, to rival those of ancient
Rome, in the size of their goose L1VERS.
I have thence, mever fed my geese during
sixteen days, with'a paste of Turkey figs
stamped and beaten -up with cream, in or-
der to bring their livers upon the table,
each the weight of three or four pounds!
I modestly leave such practice to princes,
ministers and men in high place. It may
be added that, equal quantities of the
meal of RYE and PEASE, mixed with
skimmed milk, form an excellent feeding
article for geese and ducks.

TheSpaN1sH geese used to be preferred,
but I have had no experience of them.
Our flock whilst we resided in Middlesex
in the year 1788, were esteemed the finest
in the vicinity; the breed of them had
been procured for us, from the neighbour-

bood of Bungay in Suffolk, by Goff the
: 1
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dealer, already spoken of. At present
(1815) the Embden geese are in the high-
est esteem. They are all white, male
and female, and of a superior, indeed
very uncommon size. Whether or not,
as might be expected, there be a counter-
vailing objection in a corresponding white-
ness, and thence defect of savory flavour,
in the flesh, I am unable to say, having
yet had no experience in the Embden va-
riety of Geese.
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SECTION XIL
Pigeons. .

Tue P1cEoN is recorded as one of the
most ancient inhabitants of all climates,
those excepted, in the vicinity of the poles;.
it prospers abundantly in temperate re-
" gions, but in a still higher degree, under
the burning sun of the tropics, ne heat
being too ardent for its natural constitu-
tion. The wild pigeons of cold countries;
are said to emigrate towards the south, on
the approach of the winter. Pigeons ex-
hibit a satisfactory proof of the superi-
ority of the civilized, over the savage or
mere natural state, in their multitudinous
increase and endless varieties, in a state
of domestication under the fostering care

12
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posed to the ravages of these birds, both
at seed time, and preceding harvest will
stand thus--157,500,000 pints==4,921,875
Winchester bushels, which at 6s. per
bushel, the presént average price of the.
grain before enumerated, amounts to
£1,476,562 10s. value of the agricultural
produce of the country consumed in' this
. manner. To which is to be added, . the
drreparable injury. committed by pigeons
in seed time, by picking up every grain
of seed, wherever they alight, and the
corn trod under and beaten out by their
wings before harvest.

On a general view of the subjcct it
appears, ‘that the dove-house system has
ever been one of extreme injustice, as well
asimpolicy, in peint of national advantage,
for in the first respect, it must unavoidably
fappen that, great flocks must be main-
tained at the expence of persons having
no property in them. But as certainly,
neither the public nor individuals will -
consent to be deprived of the enjoyment
of this ancient luxury, the fairest mode
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region, soil, or climate, to which they are
indigenous, than to the art of man.

.. The sTocx DovE, or original of the
pigeon genus, in its natural or wild state,
i8 thus described ; of a deep blue and ash
colour, the breast darked with a fine
changeable green and purple; the sides
of the neck of a reddish gold colour; its
wings marked with two black bars, one
on the quill feathers, and the other on
the covert; the back white, and the tail
barred near the end with black. The
RING DOVE i yet held by naturalists to be
distinct from the stock dove, and it would
seem that the TURTLE DOVE is equally so
from both.

In this country, the BLUE DOVE-HOUSE .
PIGEON is the most common, and the
only wiLD SPECIES are the ring doves, or
wood pigeons, and the turtle doves, which
are to be found in all parts of South
Britain, breeding during the spring and
summer, and retiring to the deepest re-
cesses of the woods, in the winter season,

, ,
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liarity with man, engages his attention
Half a century.ago, the pigeon fancy was
in higher estimation and prosperity than
at present; and the almond tumbler was
then in the greatest vogue, such sums
probably, as twenty or thirty guineas each,
being the price of superior cocks of that
breed, such, as at the present time, would
not produce more than:five. . The pigeom
shops generally seem. the abode of poverty
and misery, of which the poor, unfortunate
birds,. crammed .into. baskets and narrow
koops, abwviously partake in the fullest
measure, . This fancy is a great favourite
with certain of the lower classes in the
Metropolis, and perhaps too . generally
injurious to their better interests. Their
common method of entrapping .stray
pigeons, the property of other .people,
does not well consist with an honest prin~
ciple, takes up too much of the time of
those who practise it, and leads to loose
and irregular habits. PieeoN snooTINe
is apother purpose, to which these birds

v
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are applied, and of which, annual details
are to be found in the newspapers.

. It is necessary to apprize -the reader,
that I have never had the honour to be
initiated in the pigeon fancy, but have
been simply a keeper of pigeons, foi the
use of the table, with some additional
pleasure in their flight, and.a degree of
attention to those breeds which are of the
largest size. On the subject of the fancy,
the best ‘authority with which I am ac-
quainted, is-.a Treatise on Domestic
Pigeons, published by Barry, of Fenchurch
street in 1765, - with very good plates,
descriptive of the chief fancy varieties.
That. treatise had  been preceded by
- Moore’s Columbarium. The only breeds
which I have kept, exclusive of the com-
mon, were TUMBLERS, HORSEMEN, CAR-
R1ERS, TURTLES, DRAGOONS, (commonly
called DrRAGONS), and RUNTSs; the latter,
both Spanish and Leghorn, for their great
size. As breeders, no fancy pigeons will,
- in general, equal the common dove-house

-
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may be raised. Nevertheless, it is with
difficulty, that one can give entire credit
to the calculations in such respect, on .
pigeons and rabbits; bringing to remem-
brance, to compare small things with
great, the earths of gold, of the celebrated
~Doctor Price,. which have been so greatly
reduced in number and weight, by subse~
quent doctors. But I suppose we muss
not question the positive testimony of

Stillingfleet, who asserts, ‘that fourzeen

thousand seven hundred and sixty ng:com,

- were produced from one single pair, in the
course of faur years.  To class things ef
similar bearing together, it has been calcu-
lated, but I know not by whom, or on
~ what practical ground, that a single pair
of rabbits may, in the same poriiom of
time, mnamely four years, produce ome
wmillion, two hundred and seventy four
thousend, eight hundred and forty of
their kind. _

The first step towards pigeom keeping
is undoubtedly, to provide a commodious
place for their reception, of which I shall

3
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- mark to enable them to find their home.
The boxes also should be so coloured, and
renewed as necessary, for which purpose,
lime and water will be sufficient. .
" CLEANLINESS is one of the first and
most important considerations : the want
of it in a dove-cote will soon render the
place a nuisance not to be approached,
and the birds, both young and old, wilt be
so covered with vermin, and besmeared
with their own exerement, that they cen
enjoy no bealth er comfort, and mortality
is often so induced. Ours were cheaned
daily; thoroughly, once a week, a tub
standing at band for the reception of the
dung, the floor covered with sifted gravel,
often renewed. Pigeons are exceedingly
fond of water, and, having a prescience
of rain, will wait its.coming until late in
the evening, upon the house-top, spread.
ing their wings to receive the refreshing
shower. When they are confined in a
room, they should be allowed a wide pan
of water, to be often renewed, as a bath
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which cools, refreshes, and assists them
to keep their bodies clear of vermin.

The ‘common BARREL DOVE-COTE heeds
‘no description, at the same time is
sdapted to every situation, in which it is

desirable to keep pigeons for ordinary

use. To retutn to the room, or LorT;
the shelves shonld be placed suﬁiﬂeuely
high, for security against vermin, a small
ladder being a necessary appendage. The
usual breadth of the. shelves is abeat
twenty inches, with the allowance of
sighteen, between shelf and shelf, which

will be mﬂic\ent not to mcommode the
tallest: pigeons. Partitions between the

“ ghelves may be fixed at the distance of
about three feet, making a blind, by a
“board nailed against the front of each
partition, whence there will be two nests
in the compass of every three feet, so that
the pigeons will sit in privacy, and net
lizble to be disturbed. - Or a partition
may be fixed between each nest;—a
good plan, which prevents the young from

e T T Ll sy it M AT ¥ .1~ ORGPt 0 Y -.__,."
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running to the hen sitting over fresh eggy;
and perhaps occasioning ber to cool and
addle them : for when the young are about
a fortnight or three weeks old, a good hen
will leave them to the care of theeoék,
and lay again.

Some prefer breeding- boles, enurely
open in front, for the greater convenience
of cleaning the nests; but it is from those
that the squabs are likely to fall, thence a
step of sufficient height is preferable. The
tame pigeon seldom taking the trouble to
make a nest, it is better to give her one of
bay, which prevents her eggs from rolling.
Or a straw basket, or unglazed earthen
pan, may be placed in every nest, appor-
tioned to the size of the pigeons you breed.
A pan of tbree inches high, eight inches
over the top, and sloping to the bottom
like a bason, will be of sufficient size for
a TUMBLER, or small pigeon, whilst one
of double those dimensions, will be re-
quired for a large RUNT. A brick should
always be placed in contiguity to the pan,
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to enable the cock and hen to ahght mth
greater safety upon the eggs: -
The r1GEON-TRAP, On the house-top,

is the well known contrivance of those.

London rascals, who lie in want, as has
been said, to entrap the property ‘of
others. A trap of another descnptxon,
and for a very different purpose, is some-
times used. It is an area, on the outside
of a building, for the purpose of con-
fining in the air, valuable breeds of
pigeons which cannot be trusted to flight.’
Some are erected to thesextent of twenty
yards long and ten yards in width, with
shelves on every side for the perching of
the pigeons; thus, they are constantly
exercised in the air, retiring at their
pleasure to the room or loft within.

Foop and waTER should be given in
such way, as to be as little as possiblé
contaminated with the excrement, or any
other impurity. My pigeons baving beer
constantly attended, we have never found

the need of any other convenience than

6
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To MATCH or PAIR a cock and hen, it
is necessary to shut them together, o#
near and within reach of each other; and
the connection is generally formed in a
day or gwo. Various rules have been laid
down, by which to distinguish the cock
from the hen pigeon; but the masculine
forwardness and action of the cock, is for
the most part distinguishable.

IncuBaTioN. The great increase of
domestic pigeons does not proceed from
the number of ‘eggs laid by them, but
‘from the frequency of their hatching,
The hen lays but two eggs, and immedi-
ately proceeds to incubation. Having
laid her first egg, she rests one day, and;
on the next, lays her second egg. - They
usually stand over-the first egg, not sitting
close until they have two, whence, both
the young are hatched neatly at the same
time : there are some exceptions, however,
to this rale of nature, and the hen having
sat close at first, one young bird may be
hatched a day or two before the other.

The pERIOD Of incubation is NINETEEN
X .
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‘or TWENTY days froim laying the first egg,
and SEVENTEEN Or EIGHTEEN from the
last. The labour- of sitting’ is equally
divided between the cock and hen, ex-
eepting that the hen always sits by night.
She is relieved in the morning by the
cock, which sits during the greater part of
the day.  The business of feeding the
young is also divided between the pas
Tents; and the cock has eften breught up
the young, on the accidental-death or loss
of ' his mate. Should the eggs not be
batched in due time, from.weakness, some
small assistance inay be necessary to ex-
tricate the bird from the shell ; or should
they Le addled, it is generally held neces-
sary to provide the cock and hen with a
borrowed pair of young, or at least one,
to feed off their soft meat, which else
may stagnate in their crops, and make
them sick: but as young ones, for this
purpose, may not always be at hand, ‘the
exercise of flying, fresh gravel, and those
saline  compositions generally given to
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pigeons, are the proper remedy. - Addled;
er rotten eggs, should be immediately res
moved. 2
- SoFr MEAT is & sort of milky fluid or
pap, secreted in the craw of pigeons, by
the wise providence of nature, against
the time when it will be wanted for the
nourishiment of their young. In all pros
bability, from instinct, the pigeons eat a
greater -quantity at this time, and the
grain goes through a certain process in
their crops, which produces the soft meat
or pap; in question. This they have the
power of throwing up at will; and, in
feeding, they inject it from their own bills,
into those of the young ones, which are
taken into their own. This kind of feed-
ing continues six or seven days, when the
old ones begin te mix some harder food
with it, until at length, they feed with
whole grain. When the time approaches
for the hen to lay, the coek is often seen
driving her from place to place, not suf-
fering her to rest any where but in her

K 2 : o
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nest, apparently from an instinctive ap-
prehension that she may drop her eggin
an improper place.

Foop. Pigeons are entirely grani-
vorous, and very delicate and cleanly in
their diet; they will sometimes eat green
vegetables, in particular warm sallads, and
are extremely fond of seeds. TaRres,
and the SMALLEST KIND of HORSE-
BEANS, commonly called pigeon beans,
are both the best and cheapest food for
pigeons, but the pulse should always be
old, that is to say, of the previous year;
as the new will scour pigeons, as well as
any other kind of live stock. Seeds are
occasionally given to pigeons, as a warm-
ing and stimulant diet; but according to
my experience, they greatly prefer rape
and canary to hemp-seed. It has been
remarked, that beans, sodden in salt-
water, scour pigeons equally with new
beans, and, in a voyage, suffering them to
drink sea-water, will soon kill them;
although so generally benefited by salt, an
excess of it is fatal, -as it is also to vege-
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-of fumigations of such, in the dove-cote,
-will not.only attract the pigeons to their
.home, but allure strangers, which may be
.wandering in search of a habitation.
. . The last dietetic, or rather, perhaps,
-medicinal article neeessaryto be described,
48 the saLT-CcAT, so called from some old
fancy of baking a real cat with spices, for
the use of pigeons, which, however, I never
observed to eat animal food. In compli-
-ance with this custom, I caused to be
_placed in the middle of the pigeon-loft a
-dish of the following composition : loam,
sand, old mertar, fresh lime, bay salt,
cummin, coriander, carraway seed, and
all-spice, moistened into a consistence
-with urine. The pigeons were constantly
pecking at this, and were in a constant
state of good health; how much of which
.may be attributed to the use of the cat, I
. cannot determine ; but, certainly, they are
-extremely fond of it, and if it bave no
other merit, it prevents them from pecking -
.the mortar from the roof of the house, to
which otherwise they are much inclined.
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The cat was mixed, -and: heaped up in the
dish, a piece of board being placed upon
the summit, to prevent the birds from
_dungmg upon it ; when become too hard,
it was occasionally broken for them. . -

The regular old formula for this cat is
as follows : gravel or drift-sand, unctuous
loam, the rubbish of an old wall, or lime,
a gallon of each—should lime be sub-
stituted for rubbish, a less quantity-of the
former will suffice—one pound of cummin~
,seed one handful of bay-salt, mix with
stale urine. Inclose this in jars, corked
.or stopped, holes being. punched in the
sides, to admit the beaks of - the pigeons.
These may be placed abroad.

Many fanciful and groundless tales may
be found in old books, relative ta the
MEDICINAL and REMEDIAL properties of
almost every part of the pigeon ; thus
much, however, may be relied on, their
flesh, when young and in good condition,
is a nourishing and stimulant diet; that
‘of the full-aged pigeon more substantial,
but harder of digestion, and, in a consi~

K4
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derable degree, heating. Their puxcis
‘of an extremely heating and drying
‘quality, whether as 8 manure, or for
medicinal purposes. It was in former
days, a principal ingredient in the nitre
‘beds, when that article was almost in-
tirely manufactured at home.

CARRIERS, HORSEMEN, and DRAGOONS,
are travellers or messengers, and I have
occasionally seen TuMBLERs turned off,
at the distance of forty miles from home.
The carrier, it is said, has performed a
journey of forty miles in-an hour and
half, and of even ninety miles in three
hours. A dragoon has flown seventy-six
miles in two hours and half: but this
fancy of flying pigeons, is in no country,
it seems, so much in vogue as formerly.
The admired qualities in the TUuMBLER,
are excessive high flight, so as to be
almost imperceptible to the keenest eye,
in fine and clear weather; perseverance
in their flight for many hours together,
and tumbling over and over repeatedly,
Auring their ascent and descent.
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The following imperfect account of
pigeons used and sold from a Berkshire
dove-cote, in 1807, is extracted from the
Survey :—147 used in the house, at 5s.

per dozen, 38/ 1s. 3d—Sold 550 for~

10l 15s. 10id.=13l 17s. 1id. The
DUNG estimated at one fourth of their
return per annum.

New Guivea pigeons are said, in
some Lady's Voyage to India, nearly to
equal the turkey in size ; of a slate colour,
with a crest of gauze feathers, some inches
high, in the form of a fan ; the iris of the
eye, bright vermillion.

By my memoranda, in 1801, I observe,
that sixty-five pairs of old pigeons, and
one hundred and forty squedkers of all
sizes, regularly fed, consumed in one
week, five pecks of the smallest beans,
and ten quarts of seeds. The above old
stock, without any young, consumed about
half the quantity.

From the same.—FAN-TA1LS or SHA-
xERrs, the head always in motion, are

beautiful stock and good breeaers, but so
K S
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stupid and silly, as scarcely to be capable
of taking care of themselves, or finding
their home. RunTs although so much
larger, breed as fast and equally forward
as tumblers, The duration of life in the

Jigeon, is said to extend to about twenty
years.
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SECTION XIIL

Rabbits.

RaBBITs are animals proper to be
allowed in a wild state, in those coun-
tries only, where are extensive wastes,
and where corn and other farming pro-
‘ductions are not at a high price ; in popu-
lous and highly cultivated regions, they are
a great and wasteful nuisance, and proofs
are before the public, only a few years
old, of nearly the whole produce of a
farm being devoured by them, to the ruin
of the tenant. This farm was situated
near extensive preserves ; but it is equally
unfortunate for a farmer to be fixed near
to, or within some miles distance of a
rabbit warren, since they will travel to ‘a

K6 :
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great distance, to feed either upon eorn
or vegetables, and if the soil and corn be
to their liking, will always remain in suf-
ficient numbers to stock a new district.
At the same time, they are gbod and pro-
fitable stock, domesticated ; infinitely more
prolific, under good management, than in
their wild and exposed state, and their-
dung is extremely valuable upon a farm.

Thc old writers, perbaps, rather over-
vajued the profits of this stock. Rabbit
keeping is practised by a few individuals
. in almost every town, and by a few, in
almost every county ; but thirty or forty
years ago, there were one or two very
considerable feeders near the metropolis,
‘keeping each, according to report, from
fifteen hundred to two thousand breeding
does. ' These large concerns have ceased
it seems, long since, and London receives
the supply of tame, as well as wild rabbits,
chiefly from the country.

The only considerable rabbit feeders at
present, of whom I have heard, are two
gentlemen, the one resident in Oxford-
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which are liable to ‘the rot like sheep, and
from the same causes. The rains of 1799,
which continued nearly four months, de-
stroyed my stock of rabbits, - which . were
hutted in a boarded shed, not well defend-
ed from the cold and ‘moist air. - Venti-
lation and fresh air are also necessary,
‘where considerable numbers of these ani-
aoals are kept, which will not else remain
healthy, or prosper, for any length-of
time; and even sudden mortality may
ensue, .from impure and stagnant air.
A thorough draught or passage for the
air, is thence of great use, and should be
«contrived in-the building, with the conve-
nience of shutting such opposite windows
or doors, in cold and wet weather.

- The HUTs or HUTCHES are generally
placed one above another, to the height
required by the number of rabbits, and
the extent of the room. Where a large
stock is kept, to make.the most of room,
the hutches may be placed in rows, with
a sufficient interval between, for feeding
and cleaning, instead of being joined to

’ o g o C g ST e
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the wall, in the usual way. It is prefera-
ble to rest the hutches upon stands, about
‘a foot above the ground, for the conve-
nience of clearing under them. FEach of
these hutches intended for breeding, has
two rooms, a feeding and a bed room.
Those are single, for the use.of the
WEANED rabbits, or for the Bucks, which
are always kept separate. . When much
.green meat is given, rabbits make a con-
siderable quantity of urine, and I have
sometimes seen occasion to set the hutches
sloping backwards a few degrees, a very
small aperture being made the whole
length of the floor, to carry off the urine.
A sliding door in the partition between
the two rooms, is convenient for confining
the rabbit, during the operation of clean-
ing; which indeed.is a good argument for
_having all the hutches double, since it is
more troublesome to clean out a room
with a number of rabbits in it, than with
only one. It must not be forgotten, that
the teeth of rabbits are very effectual im-
plements of destruction to any thing not
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hard. enough to resist them, and their
troughs should be bound with something
less penetrable than wood. As they are
apt to scratch out their food, and dung in
it, I have often thought it might be useful
to adopt the feeding troughs with movea-
ble boards, as well for rabbits as hogs,
The floors of the hutches should be planed
smooth, that wet may run off, and a com-
mon hoe with a short hdndle, and a short
broom, are most convenient implements

“for cleaning these houses. The object

being to obtain the dung pure, for sale,
no litter should be allowed; but on a
farm, where the dung is expended at
howne, the hutches should be littered with
refuse hay or straw, perfectly dry. The
rabbit house to contain a tub for the dung,
and a bin, for a day’s supply of hay, eorn,

" roots or other food, which should be given

in as fresh a state as possible.

There are other MopEs of- confining
rabbits for breeding, in which they are left
to their liberty, within certain bounds; for
example, an artificial mound walled in, in
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‘which they burrow, and live as in' the
natural state; and an island, as described
:in Mr. Young’s Aunals ; methods which
4re certainly ornamental and pleasureable,
‘as well perhaps as more for the comfort
of the animals; but surely: not so pro-
fitable to the owner as hutching, in which
mode also, they may be preserved, with
due care, in the highest state of health.
_-On this head, I find the following remark
‘in my memoranda for the year 1805 :—
Rabbits, at large, must always suffer
“more in point of profit, by loss of number,
-than they gain by cheaper feeding, exclu-
sive of the mischief they do; and this
principle operates proportionallyin limited
enlargement, as in the unlimited, upon
the warren. They are quarrelsome and
mischievous animals; and the bucks,
when at liberty, destroy a considerable
part of the young. - A run abroad, in-
deed, for young rabbits, until a certain
age, might be beneficial, if growth were
the object; but all rabbits must be sepa-
rated at the age of puberty, or as soom

o
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-us they become fit for bneedmg, they will
else tear each other to pieces.

As to the varIETIES Of FORM and
COLOUR, in the rabbit, the short legged,
with width and substance, generally few
-in number, and to be obtained only by
selection, are the most hardy, and fatten
most expeditiously, taking on fat both in-
ternally and in the muscular flesh. They
have, besides, the soundest livers, the
-rabbit being generally subject to defects
-of the liver; they are the smallest variety.
There is a very large variety of the hare
.colour, baving much bone, length and
depth of carcase, large and long ears,
with large eyes resembling those of the
hare. They might well be taken for hy-
brid, or mules, but from the objection of
their breeding. Their flesh is high co-
‘loured, substantial, and more savoury than
that of the common rabbit; and they
make a good dish, cooked like the hare,
-which, at six or eight months old, they
nearly equal in size.  The large white,
:and yellow and white species, have whiteg
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and mare delicate flesh, ,and,‘ cooked in
the same way rival the turkey. With re-
spect to colour, I have always preferred

the wild colour, and black, finding the .

skins of full as much worth as the white.
The TurkisH, or FRENCH RABBIT, with
“long white fur, differs litile from the com-
mon varieties ; nor did.I find their skins
of .more value, either for sale or home
-use. I have been in the habit of drying
the skins, for linings of night-gowns, and
other domestic purposes; but have always
found reason to prefer the short, close fur.
‘The large, above mentioned,—indeed, any
peculiar varieties—must be sought among
the London dealers.

The poe will breed at the age of six
months ; and her period of GEsTATION is
thirty or thirty-one days. It should be
premised, that the buck and doe are by
no means to BE LEFT TOGETHER; but
their union having been successful, the
buck must be immediately withdrawn, and
the doe tried again in three days : in fact,
‘with rabbits, this business is conducted on
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the same principle as in the stud. - Like
chickens, the best breeding rabbits are
those kindled in March. Some days be-
fore PARTURITION, or kindling. bay is
to be given to the doe, to assist in making
ber bed, with the flue, which nature bas
instructed -her to tear from her body for
that purpose. She will be at this period,
seen’ sitting upon her haunches, and tear.
ing off the flue, and the hay being pre-
sented to her, she will, with her teeth, re-
duce and shorten it to her purpose.—
Biting down of the litter or bed, is the firss
sign- of pregnancy. The number pro-
duced generally between FIVE and TEN;
and it is most advantageous always to de-
stroy the weak or sickly ones, as soon a3
‘their defects can be percecived, because
_five healthy and well grown rabbits are
worth more than double the number of
an opposite description, and the doe will
be far less exhausted. Sbe will admit the
BUCK again with profit at the end of six
weeks, when the young may be separated
from ber, and weaNgp. ‘Or the young
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may be suckled two months, the doe
taking buck at the end of five weeks, so
that the former litter will leave her about
a week before her next parturition. A
notion was formerly prevalent, of the ne-
cessity for giving the buck immediately
after the doe had brought forth, lest she
_should pine, and that no time might be
lost; and if it were intended that no time
might be lost in destroying the doe, such
indeed would be the most successful me-
thod. Great care should be taken, that
the doe, during her gestation, be not ap-
proached by the buck, or, indeed, by any-
other rabbit; as, from being harassed
about, she will almost certainly cast her
young. One doe in a thousand may nE-
vouR her young; the sign that she ought
to be otherwise disposed of. Some does
admit the buck with difficulty, althaugh
often apparently in season; such should
be immediately fattened off, since it can
never bec worth while to keep any indivie
dual for breeding, of a stock to be pro-
duced in such multitudes, against which
9 .

\
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there lies an objection. Should the doe
be weax on her bringing forth, from
cold caught, or other cause, she will drink
beer caudle, as well as any other lady;
or warm fresh grains will. comfort: her; a
malt mash; scalded fine pollard,. or bar
ley-meal, in which may be mixed a small
quantity of cordial horse-ball.

With due attention to keeping them
warm and comfortable, and guarding
against any sudden impressions from cold,
and, more particularly, moist air, and
with the aid ‘of the best and most nou-
rishing food, I have bred rabbits through-
out the WINTER, with nearly equal suc-
cess as in the summer season. DBut, in
truth, their produce is so multitudinous,
that one might well be satisfied with four
or five litters, during the best part of the
year, giving the doe a winter fallow.—
Even four litters would, upon the lowest
calculation, produce TWENTY YOUNG
ONES ANNUALLY to each doe—equal to
an annual Two THOUsAND, from a stock

of ONE HUNDRED DoEs. I have no ex-
6.
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perience of does, as breeders, beyond the
FIFTH year; the Buck will come into
use .at six, or even four months old, and

be in perfection- from the age of two, to.

three years. - = : . .
+.Upon 'a regular plan, and mth suﬂicx-

ent attendance, -it is better to ¥EED three

times, than twice a day. The art of feed-
ing rabbits with safety-and advantage, is,
always to give. the upper-hand to dry and
substantial food. Their nature is conge-
nial with that of the sheep, and the same
kind of food, with little variation, - agrees
with both. ALL WLEDS, and the refuse
of wegetation, should be- banished from
rabbit feeding ; such articles are too
washy and diuretic, and can never be
worth attention, whilst the more solid
and  nutritious productions - of . the field
may be obtained in such plenty, and will
return so much greater profit. Rabbits
may, indeed, be kept, and. even faitened
upon roots, good green meat, and hay;
but they will pay. for corn; and this may
be taken as a general rule: — Rabbits

Fl
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which have as much corn as they will eat,
can never take any harm from being in-
dulged with almost an equal portion of
&Zood substantial vegetables. However,
the test of health is, that their dung be
not too moist. Many, or most, of the
town feeders never allow any greens at
all; the reason, I suppose, because they
feed almost entirely on grains. The corx
proper for rabbits :=—oats, peas, and wheat;
pollard; and some give buck wheat. The
GREENS and rooTs; the same as our
cattle crops, namely, earrots, Jerusalem
artichokes, and, if potatoes, baked or
steamed. Lucerne, cabbage-leaves, clo-
ver, tares, furze. I have bad them HovzN,
from eating rape; and, not improbably,
mangel wurtzel might have a similar effect.
Clover and meadow hay, pea and bcan
straw.

Rabbits are generally sold from .TuE
TEAT, but there is also a demand for those
of larger size, which may be FATTENED
upen corn and hay, with an allowance of
the best vegetables. The better the food,
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the greater weight, better quality, and
more profit, which I apprehend to be ge-
nerally the case, in the feeding of all ani-
mals. Some fatten with grains and pol-
lard. I have tried all wheat, and all po-
tatoe oats, comparatively; but could find
no difference "in the goodness of the
flesh. The rabbit’s flesh being dry, the
allowance of succulent greens may tend
to render it more juicy; and I suppose
the old complaint of the dryness of the
flesh in Devon beef, entirely fed with hay,
might be remedied in the same way. -
Rabbits are in - perfection for feeding at
‘the FOURTH or sixTH month; beyond
‘which period, their flesh’ becomes more
dry and somewhat hard. It requires.
THREE months, or nearly so, to make the
rabbit thorougly fat and ripe; half the
time may make them eatable, but by ne
means equal in the quality of the flesh.
They may yet be over fattened, as appears
by specimens exhibited a few years since,
at Lord Somerville’s show, which were,
L
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loaded with fat, without and within, like
the best feeding sheep. -

The flesh of the rabbit is esteemed
equally digestible as that of fowls, and
equally proper for the table of the in-
valid.

* CASTRATED rabbits might be fattened,
no doubt, to the weight of upwards of ten
pounds, at six or seven months old. I
have not succeeded at castrating the rab-
“bit, but am informed it is successfully
practised in the land of capons, namely,
Sussex, near Chichester, where on the
average, not one in three hundred, is lost
by the operation, which is performed at
five or six weeks old. With respect to
QUANTITIES of corn consumed in fatten-
ing ;—August, 1813, killed a young buck,
which weighed three pounds, fit for the
spit; it was put up in good case, and was
only one month in feeding, consuming not
quite four quarts of oats, with-hay, cab-
- bage, lucerne, bunias orientalis, and chi-
cory; the skin, silver and black, worth
four pence.
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- InsLaveuTERING full grown rabbits,
after the usual stroke upon the neck, the
throat should be perforated upwards to-
wards the jaws, with a small pointed
knife, in order that the blood may be
evacuated, which would otberwise settle
in the head and neck. Itis an abomina-
tion to kill poultry by the slow and tor~
turing method of bleeding to death, hung
up by the heels, the veins of the mouth
being cut; but still more so the rabbit,
which in that situation, utters horrible
screams. The ENTRAILs of the rabbit;
" whilst fresh, are said to be good food for

fish, being thrown into ponds. ,

The rabbit is a cArREsSsING animal, and -
equally fond with the cat, of the head
being stroked ; at the same time, it is not
“destitute of courage. A whimsical lady
ddmitted a buck* rabbit into the house;
where he became her campaiion fop
upwards of a twelvemonth. He soon
intimidated the largest cats so much, by
chasing them round the room, and darting
vpon them, and tearing off their hair by

L2
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mouthfulls, that they very seldom dared
to approach. He slept in the lap by.
choice, or upon a cbair, or the hearth-rug,
aud was as full of mischief and tricks as a

- monkey. He destroyed all rush-bottomed
chairs within his reach, and would refuse
nothing to eat or drink, which was eatea
or drank by any other member of the
fawily.

No live stock is less liable to DIsEAsE
than the rabbit, with regular and careful
attention, such as has been pointed out,
g0 that any sudden and accidental disor-
der is best and most cheaply remedied by
a stroke ‘behind the ears. DBut want of
care must be remedied, if at all, by an
epposite conduct, and improper food ex-
changed for its vontrary. Thus if rabbits

'~becmne POT-BELLIED, In the common
) «phrase from being ted on loose vegetable
trash, they must be cured by good hard
bay and corn, ground malt or pease, or
any substantial and absorbent feod. Their
common liver complaints are incurable,
and when such are put up to fatten, there
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is a certain criterion to be observed. They
will not bear to be pushed beyond a mode-
rate degree of fatness, and should be taken
in time, as tiiey are liable to drop off sud-
denly. The dropsy and rot must be pre-
vented, as they are generally incurable;
nor is a rabbit worth the time and pains of .
a probable cure. Ofthe ‘madnessin tame
conies,” on which our old writers hold
forth, I know nothing.

£3 T



SECTION XIV.
Ox the Diseases of Peultry and Pigeens.

The discases of owr domestic animals
kept for food, are gemerally the result of
some crror i diet or management, and
should erther have been PREVESTED, or
are to be cured most readily and advan-
tageously by an immediate change, and
sdoption of the proper regimen. When
that will not succeed, any farther risk is
extremely questicnable; and particolarly
with respect to poultry, little hope can be
derived from medical attempts. In fact,
the far greater part of that grave and
plausible acccent of diseases and reme-
dies, wkich k& to be foaund 1n our common
aattle and poaliry books, is a farrago of
sheer absurdity, toe ckief ground of which,
it is to be apprebended, is random and
igoorant guess-work.
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CommoN Fowrs.—Of these, the most
frequent diseases, real or presumed, are
thus named: the rip, a white skin or
scale, growing upon the tip of the tongue.
The cure,—tear off the skin with your
nail, and rub the tongue with salt. Of
this I know nothing, and could never hear
any thing with certainty. Imposthume
upon the rump, called the roup. This is
directed to be opened, the core thrust out,
and the part washed with salt and water.
‘The roup also seems a general term for
all diseases, but is chiefly applied to ca-
TARRH, to which gallinaceous fowls are
much subject. The FLUX, and its oppo-
sitc, CONSTIPATION. Cure the first with
good solid food ; the other with scalded-
bran or pollard, mlxed withflet or skimmed- -
milk or pot liquor, a small quantity of sul+ g
phur being added, if needful. VErMIN,
generally the consequence of low keep, and::-
want of cleanliness, The remedy obviousy, =
not to forget sand and ashes for the fowls
to roll in.

L4
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"+ But the chief disease to which chickens
and fowls are liable, originates in changes
of weather, and the variation of tempera-
ture, and when the malady becomes con-
firmed, with rupning at the nestrils,
swollen eyes, and other well known symp-

_toms, they are termed rRoupy. The dis-
charge becoming fetid, like the glanders
in horses, the disease is supposed to have
arrived at the stage of infection; and

- whether so or not, it is certainly proper,
for cleanliness sake, to SEPARATE the
diseased from the healthy, whence the

_ necessity of an INFIRMARY in a regular
poultry establishment. Roupy hens sel-
dom lay, and their eggs are scarcely

. wholesome. The eggs taken from a hen
which died of the roup, were black, and
in a state of putrefaction.

. Chickens are frequently, and chiefly in
bad weather, seized with the cuip, in
about three weeks from their batching,
when all their beauty of plumage vanishes,
and they put on their long great coat, or
rather éhroud, and sit chipping, pining

Lo
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and dying in corners; always apparently
in torture, from a sense of cold, although
to the touch, they seem in a high state of
fever.. This disease seldom admits of re-
medy ; but I have tried mustard in water,
crams, with a small quantity of black
pepper, and afterwards nitre, given in the
water. Thesun, or warmth in the house,
are the best remedies.  ~
For grown fowls affected by the roup,
warm lodging is necessary, and even the
indulgence of the fire, or the warmth of
the bake-house. 'Wash the nostrils with
warm soap and water, as often as neces-
sary, and the swollen eyes with warm milk
and water. Afterwards bathe the swollen
parts with camphorated spirit, or brandy
and warm water. As a finish to the cure,
give sulphur in the drink; or a small pinch .
of calomel in dough, three times in .a-
week. The common symptom of carivg,
during this influenzal disease, induced the
learned a few years past, to coin a new
disease, ‘under the name of the carrs, -
which they conveniently attributed to a -
LS
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~ species of fascivla, infecting the ¢raches,-
or wind-pipe of poeultry, For the royp,.
and other diseases, more at large, see an
" Article in the Monthly Magazine of De~
cember, 1810.

" The head being raw, and the eyes.
blinded from fighting, wash the eyes as.
before, and the head, which, after wash-.
ing, may be alternately, according to need,,
dressed with fresh butter, and with brandy,
in which bas been infused two or three.
drops of laudanum. A hen sate about in
corners, and neither ate, drank, nor evacu-
ated, yet looked full and: not diseased.
Her crop was totally obstructed.. Onan
incision being made, from the bottom up-
wards, a quantity of new beans was found.
which had vegetateds The wound being
stitched properly, immediately healed, and
the hen suffered little inconvenience. A.
cock’s spurs being too long, impeding
his walk and wounding his legs, they
should be cut carefully with a sharp pen-
knife, but not too near the quick, every
tbree months.
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Geese. The GARGLE in geese, is de-
scribed as a stoppage in the head. Most
probably, an affection of cold. They direct:
to house the patients for a time, and to
give garlic fasting, two or three long balls ;
the garlic, three or four cloves, to be:
beaten in a mortar with fresh butter. Toast:
and ale with a little confinement, will pro-
bably succeed equally well. }

Ducks. Young ducks at the.age of
two or three weeks, will drop off sudden-
ly, without any apparent cause, or sign.
of disease. It is probably occasioned by-
too early liberty abroad and in the water.,

Piceoxs also, are subject to the rou®,

understanding by that term, a cold, or-

catarrh, the symptoms of which are too

visible in the miserable creatures exposed -

to sale,” hung up in baskets, in all wea-
thers and currents of air. Garlic in pills,
and rue given in water, are the general
remedies.  Sheltered places with: room
for exercise, and warm seeds, or cordial
horse ball in their food, form the best
dependence. ‘They are, in course, most
L6
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liable at MoULTING TIME, a season at
which all kinds of poultry should be care-
fully sheltered and attended:

Wounps upon the head, or the War-
TLES of Carriers and Barbs, to be treated
as already directed for chickens, but -if
the parts should caNkEkRr -as it is styled,
wash with stale urine, or alum and water,
‘or any spirit and water ; of make an un-
- guent of burnt alum and honey; or mix
twenty grains of red precipitate with half
an ounce of honey; or dissolve five grains
of vitriol, in half a table spoonful of vines
gar, and mix with the above, alum and
~“honey. Pigeons are liable to several pe-
culiar internal complaints of weakness, for
which it is probable that, prevention or
subsequent care are the only remedies.
A variéty of remedies are offered for ver-
min in pigeons, such as stavesacre, to-
bacco, snuff and similar articles, but the
only effectual one is strict CLEANLINESs.

- Croppers particularly, are apt to GORGE
. themselves, and all young pigeons are oc-
casionly subject to have the crop ab-
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structed by receiving too great a quantity
of food, and too speedily for digestion.-
The firstor old pigeons in thisstate, may be-
treated as already directed for fowls, The
crops of the squabs being gently stroaked:
upwards with the fingers, will generally be-
cleared, a bean atatime. The vERTIGO,
MEGRIM, Or GIDDINESS in pigeons, arises
prébably, from some error of diet or keep-
ing, and I know of no remedy, but con-

finement, with room for exercise, fine wa-
ter being allowed with chalk and saffron.
infused. For scouriNg, forge-water, or

rust of iron in pellets-of dough; afterwards, :
sulphur in the water. In EnruvPpTIONS,
sulphurated water. If any external appli-.
cation is necessary, the unguents already-
directed, will be proper. For wounds in the:
FEET, Venice turpentine spread on brown.
paper. The rLEsH WEN, may.be either.
opened, or cut off, the part being washed

with alum water, &c. or the dressings used

as before directed. Exostosis, or the

BONE WEN upon the joints, somewhat si-

milar to splents upon the shank of the
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horse is deemed incurable. The best
cure, to fatten for the table. The cork,
a hard substance of a yellowish colour
* mixed with red, and resembling the core
of an apple, is sometimes found in the
anus or vent, and has been known in the
wsophagus, or gullet of a pigeon. This:
will ripen and maturate, and may be then
..discharged, dissected, or drawn out. A
purge of a very small quaatity of tobacco
is directed in this case, butonwhatgrounds
I:am not informed.

In keeping poultry of all kinde, it ought:
to be a first consideration that there be-
suflicient-RooM and arr for the number
kept; otherwise, they will be, in the vul--
gar phrase, stenched, that is infected by
the impurity of their own atmosphere, and
become, in consequence, subject to fre-
quent mortality.
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SECTION XV.
Swine.

Sus.. Porcus—the swINE, P16, or ROG,.
is.too well kaown in all countries, to need.
@ repetition of its generic description. It.
is.one of the most useful, and perhaps the
most profitable, of all- the domestic ani-
mals, its flesh being greatly conducive to-
the purposes. of luxury, but still more uni-
versally, to the support of human life, in
the laborious state. This animal is the
general collector of offal and waste, whe-
ther in town or country, thereby foraging.
for a considerable part of its subsistence, -
the extra cost of which, it moreover amply:
repays. .Its flesh, second probably to.
beef, is the most substantial of human.
aliment, and may be eaten most frequently
without disgust. The solidity of swine’s
flesh, says the author of the General Trea-
tise on Cattle, .is-apparent on a compari-
son of the external superfices.of a fat hog,
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with that of a fat sheep, or bullock, the
dimensions of which latter animal, must
be so much more extensive to equal the
weight of the first; which is also aptly
illustrated by the well-attested examples
of individual hogs, fed to the enormous
weight each, of one bundred, and evern one
hundred and eighty-two stones, of eight
pounds to the stone. This is also said to
differ from all other Jand animals, in the
circuinstance that the adipose substance,
or fat, entirely covers his muscular flesh,
in one continued layer, or stratum. The
upright and pendant ear forn specific dis-
tinctions in the swine, the latter being the
general indication of larger size. 'The
singular variety not dividing the boof,
which were occasionally to be found in the
neighbourhood of Windsor, some years
since, is now probably extinet.

USES.

The well-known culinary uses of swine’s
flesh, are~—as ROASTING P1G AND PORK,



Species and Varieties. 233

FRESH—PICKLED PORK—BACON~—HAMS
~—BRAWN—SAUSAGES of various$ kinds—
ruppiNGs of the blood ; whilst the LARD
is valuable both for kitchen and medicinal
use, and the SKIN, BRISTLES, AND HAIRS,
for the purposes of manufacture. =

SPECIES AND VARIETIES OF THE GENUS,

. The sPEc1Es are Asiatic, African, and
European, with which perhaps may be in-
cluded the American PECCARY, bearing its
navel onits back. The Zthiopian swine is
large in a wild state, and has wattles under
the eyes. The vARIETIES produced in
this country, have generally originated in
crosses with our indigenous breed, from
the three grand specific divisions above
cited: chiefly from the CuiNEsE, the
black Arricang the SpaANIsH and Poge
TUGUESE, of nearly the same colour, all
more or less bare of hair; thered or more
properly yellow ITarLiaN, and the wiLp
swiNE of the neighbouring continent.
The motive for these foréign crosses has

e T I i T TR i e X
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been to abate and reduce the redundant
size und bone of our native stock, and to
substitute superior delicacy of flesh and
aptitude to fatten ; both which views have
sacceeded, the latter, in the judgment of.
the author above quoted, in an inordinate
degree.

BRITISH VARIETIES.

For our vARIETIES of pigs at large, I
repeat my reference to the General Trea-
tise on Cattle, the only book probably, in
which they have ever been enumerated
and described, the author himself having
been a considerable breeder and feeder.
It will be sufficient to advert to the most
material, and most noted, which are—
the Berks, HaNTs, HEREFORD, SHROP-
SHIRE, YORKSHIRE,and M1pLA ND county,
for large size as bacon hogs; and to the
Oxford, Bucks, Essex, Suffolk, and Nor-
folk, assmaller breeds for pork feeding. Alt
the above breeds are more or less imbued
with foreign bloed, the larger breed,
ehicfly through the medium of the Berk-
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were made with thnse which furnish mus-
cular flesh or lean, as well as fat.

CONVENIENCES FOR SWINE.

Room and ventilation are objects of
the greatest import, where numbers are °
kept, and dry lodging, without which
essentials, success must not be expected.
Nor are swine, in-whatever state, proof
against excessive cold, for I have known
instances of their being frozen to death
in the sty,.and bave always remarked that
severe - weather materially checks their
thriving, unless they be sufficiently de-’
fended from the chilling effects of the air.

. The sTY situated upon a dry foundas
tion, as well as sheltered above, should
be paved at bottom, to-the end that ‘it
may be kept clean and dry, the operation
necessary for which, should ‘be daily per--
formed, for although pigs will wallow in
the mire, they are yet most thrifty in clean”
lodging. As swine confined usually em-’
ploy their leisure in demolishing with
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their teeth, the wood work within their

- yeach, the modern cast-iron TROUGHS are .
profitable ; at any rate wooden troughs

ought to be iron bound. A RANGE of
styes is convenient where numbers are

fed, on account of the greater facility of
attendance, and of distribution of. the

wash reserved in the cistern.

- According to am ancient and general
opinion, not, however, entirely supported
by either ancient or modern experience,
swine do not long succeed, if kept upon
the same ground in considerable numbers,
infecting each other with a malignant at-
-mosphere. In opposition to such an idea,
history informs us, that the Roman feeders
possessed herds of swine, to the amount
of two or three thousand each; and I
have often seen upwards of two thousand
large hogs fattened under the same roof,
where in a long course of years, no mor-
tality has been experieuced or appre~
hended. The opinion in question has,
most probably, arisen from the circum-
itapce of too great a number of pigs bred
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within confined limits, and a defective
ventilation, assisted perbaps, by a wet or
boggy soil, and a want of cleanliness.

PURPOSES IN FEEDING.

- These are either for mere domestic use,
or for profit -by sale; and the choice of
planliesbetween BREEDING, and purchase
of sTorEs; the former attended with most
trouble, but proportionate emolument.
Swine are not generally kept to advan-
tage, unless where some-waste remains to
be gathered, or cheap articles-of food can
be grown for them, but the rule-adwits of
exceptions in the favour of those, who are
well skilled in the animals themnselves, and
in the turns of the market. The wash and
offals of a moderate kitchen will go a consi-
derable way towards the support of a
breeding sow, and in return, the produce
of the sow will operate in a comfortable
proportion, towards the support of the
kitchen. To embrace in our view the
profits of the farm and of the public, it
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has been said, and according to my expe-
rience, upon sufficient grounds that, an
hundred pounds laid out in swine, will re-
turn a greater profit, than the same sum
tnvested in any other kind of live stock ;
and that no other article of flesh provision
can be raised and prepared for market so
soon as pork; in consequence, it must be
materially instrumental in the production
of plenty, and in restraining exorbitance of
price in the first necessaries. The seasons
most usually advantageous for the pur-
chase of pig stock, are, at old Michaelmas
after clearing the harvest fields, and in
the months of March and April. '

CHOICE OF VARIETIES.

The reader is referred to our brief, but.
sufficient list of these, from which, ac-
cording to his convenience or opportunity,
he may make his election; or without.
farther trouble, he may very safely have
recourse to the HOMEBREDS of -his own
district or vicinity, since we are so far.

6
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generally improved that, in whatever part
of England a man may reside, he geed not
fail to purchase pigs for his money, which-
a sufficiency of good meat vill fatten to
profit. .

For BAcON-HOGS in a commerclal view,
the regular large varieties are doubtless
best calculated, as endowed with the im-
portant qualification of growth, to make
use of the technical term, as well as of
breeding fat. This property of growth,
or accretion in stature, in animals to be
fattened, has been of late years slighted,
since the fashion has prevailed of confin-
ing our attention solely to the considera-
tion of fattening; but on actual experi-
ment, I believe, it will be found, thata
well shaped animal of whatever species,
endowed with both properties, will make
the heaviest return, and in an article of
superior quality, for the quantny of meat
consumed.

The best PORK, in course, must be ex-
pected from the smallest, most delicate,
.and fine fleshed varieties; for example;

5
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have become ripe or fat, their pork will
be ordinary, and their weight very short of
the profitable standard. On such consi-
derations, the western pigs, chiefly those
of Berks, Oxford, and Bucks, possess a
decided superiority over the eastern, of
Essex, Suffolk, and Norfolk ; not to forget
another qualification in the former, at
which some readers may smile, namely, a
thickness of the skin, whence the cracklin
of the roasted pork, is a fine gelatinous
substance which may be easily masticated,
whilst the cracklin of the thin skinned
breeds, is roasted into good block tin, the
reduction of which would almost require
teeth of iron. The western porking breeds
make handsome sides of delicate bacon
and hams, for superior family use. The
eastern pork is however smaller, and per-
haps apparently mere delicate, than that
here described as in reality far superior.
The eastern are also the quickest feeders, *

BREEDING. -
The DURATION OF LIFE in the swine,



Age—Form—Gestation. 243

-is said by naturalists, to extend to twenty
or thirty years, who also report that, the
BOAR continues to grow to the end of the
term. Swine are ready for procreation
at the age of seven montbs, but the male
is unprofitable for that purpose, until
twelvemonths old, and is in his prime at
two years. In other respects, the age of

" swine is matter of small concern, since

they are never kept until they are old;

and it is the custom with many breeders,
to slaughter even their most prolific sows,
in the second year. The young sows to
be preserved for breeding, should be cho-
sen with deep and capacious bellies, the
full number of teats, and of the most ex-
tensive or widest general form. The term
of GESTATION in swine is four months, or
one hundred and fifteen days, with a very
few days variation, producing three litters
of from five to twelve pigs each, in about
eighteen months, supposing the pigs to be
weaned ; but in two or three months less
time, the pigs being suckled for roasters.-
Greater oumbers to a litter, are often pro-
M2
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duced, more particularly by the China
breeds and its crosses, the most prolific of
swine ; and we had a late instance in Es-
sex, of a sow of that breed, the property
of Mr. Tilney of Writtle, which farrowed
301 pigs in-13-litters, out of which sheac-
tually brought up 177, or more than-13 to
a litter.

After receiving the Boam, for which
the middle of SEPTEMBER and the middle
‘of Mancr are the most advantageous
seasons, the sow should be confined until
her irritability bas ceased, which will re-
turn within a few days of her parturition,
a sign which demands attention. - After -
she has become heavy, she should be se-
curely lodged by herself, lest others injure
her by lying upon her; and at any rate,
during the time of bringing forth, -as other
swine would devour her offspring as they
fell. According to the above breeding
periods, the pigs will come in the middle
of January and of July ; in the first month,
with the spring before them, and their
nursing mother, in the interim, to defend

9
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them from the winter’s cold ; in the other,
they -are nurtured in a warm seasop,
-weaned -in the -harvest field, and thep
.enabled to.endure the rigours of the ap-
-proaching winter. It has proved totally
.unsuccessful .to rear pigs in the winter
season, although they may be bred for
‘Toasters. o :
Staxs of .approaching PARTURITION,
in addition to the one above noted—swel-
ling of the bags of milk, decreased size of
.the -belly, sleepiness. A vigilant. swine-
‘herd, solicitous to_preserve all the pigs,
-will watch and attend the farrowing sow,
.day and night, because some sows are so
sunwieldy or so careless, as, at perhaps
.every farrowing, to lie upon and crush to
death, -a part of their young ; others, from
-an irregular and vicious disposition, will
.devour a part or even all of them. As
-one precaution, the breeding-sow ought
‘not to be kept fat and heavy, yet in goud
heart and full strength. Few.keepers will,
-or-ever do,.go' the length of attending the
:s0w, satisfying themselves with the.profes-
’ 3.3
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sion that, she will be safest left to her owsn
care. To those who are willing to under-
take such an office, a hamper or basket
with straw, will be found convenient, in
which to withdraw the pigs from danger
when it may be needful, in order toreplace
them properly as occasion may suit; which
practice it may be necessary to repeat
during two or three days, until the pigs
shall have acquired strength and caution
sufficient to secure themselves. - It may
indeed be profitable to lose part of a top
numerous litter, but accident will not re-
spect the quality of the pigs, and thé most
puny and worthless may escape. None
must be saved beyond the number of
‘teats, and, upon an average, NINE is &
“sufficient number. Would the sow sub-
mit quietly, sTRAPPING her jaws during
the first day and night, with the trouble
of releasing her at her meals, would be an
effectual security, in ease of unnatural
voraciousness.

The Pice1NG-HOUSE should be warm
and dry, and secure from the inroads of
foxes and other vermin, which have been
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plumes himself on the hardiness of his
stock, of whatever species, will not always
have to boast of form, size, and good
plight, into the bargain. On the other
band, it is readily acknowledged, that the

round and barrel form of pig, making all

fat, is most cheaply maintained, and the
soonest ripe.

GrowiNG sTOREs and sows are fed
through the winter, with the run of the
barn yard, upon roots of all kinds, includ-

ing rutabaga, and mangel wurtzel, cab:

bage, &c. a ration of corn of some kind
being allowed, with wash. Meal of any
kind—bean, pea, oat, barley, rye, buck-
wheat, or tare, and linseed, boiled with
potatoes, make good wash. Pea-wash
alone scours young pigs. Pulse, er corn
of any kind, are advantageously given in
the straw, to pigs which are good thrash-
ers. In autumn, and a plentiful season,
swine will subsist themselves abroad upon
acorns : in summer, upon cloyer, lucerne,
or tares; but very young pigs parti-
cularly, ought not to be left abroad in
continual rains, and will always pay for
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& daily moderate feed of old beans with
the clover. Swine turned to shift upon
~ forests or commons, are apt to stray and
hide themselves for a considerable time ;
the ancient and ready method to collect
.them, is by the sound of a horn, with
which they have been accustomed to be
fed. Where a considerable herd are kept,
and they are shifted upon the waste, they
should be attended by a boy to prevent
trespasses. o

FATTENING FOR PORK AND BACON.

Pigs will FATTEN eithier in confinement,
or at large in the yard. When in styes
care should be taken, that the pigs be-all
‘ringed, or they will not lie quiet; also
that, when a number are fed together, any
one, at which the rést may have taken a
distaste, be immediately withdrawn, or
in probability, they will tear him to pieces.
For ‘the same reason, a stranger should
never be introduced. “The fewer toge-
ther, the more quietly and speedily they
fatten, and by consequence, they succeed
best singly. The troughs with sLipiNe
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FED pork is next in value, PEAS, 0ATs,
and BARLEY being the best adapted
grain. BEAN FED pork is hard, ill fla.
voured, and indigestible ; potatoe fed, it
is loose, insipid, weighs light, and wastes
much in cookery. To mix potatoes in
the food of fattening pigs, is deceptious,
deteriorating the pork in exact propor-
tion. Hence the Irish pork and bacon
are generally inferior to the English, and
the market price so in proportion. This
inferiority has lately been stated to me,
by the estimation of Mr. Charles Cotterill,
an eminent dealer in Irish provision, at
three ounces per lb. upwards. CrLover
FED pork is yellow, unsubstantial, and ill
tasted ; fattened on ACORNS, it is hard,
light, and unwholesome; on oIL-cAkE
SEEDS, Or CHANDLERS GRAVES, it be-
comes loose, greasy, and little better than
carrion; on BUTCHERS OFFAL, luscious,
rank, and full of gravy, but of a strong
and disgusting scent. Compared with
the general consumption of pork, the
real DAIRY FED meat bears a very small
proportion, and the sale of it ir the me-
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tropolis is in very few hands, always com-
manding a superior price. In some parts
of France, they skin their pigs intended
for fresh meat.
- A pig will eat two or three PECKS of
corn or meal per week, in fattening, a
hog upwards of a bushel, in proportion
to his size, The following is an example
of successful feeding. * In the spring
1805, Mr. Ivory, of Whitchurch, Salop,
killed a hog of two years old, one side of
which weighed 410 lbs. the other 414 1bs.
total 46 scores 143 lbs. or about 111
stone, country fashion. He was purchased
very lean at two years old, price four
guineas, was fattened in between seven
and eight months, and then valued at
eighteen guineas; subsequently, twenty-
five guineas for him were offered and re-
fused.” This hog probably made up-
- wards of thirty pounds at the then price,
and might have consumed full forty
bushels of corn. ’
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THE: DISEASES OF SWINE.

Little success hus:hitherto attended the'
doctoring of swine, which are the:most:
stubborn and intractable - of* patients;.
Thence, PREVENTION is the only remedy
deserving of any considerable share of ithe:
keeper’s .attention. This should: chiefly-
extead to.the avoidance of infection by.
foul air, of damps and‘cold, and of the’
extremes of either starving.or gorging the
animals. Sulphur and' madder are the:
best alterants, in foulnesses of- the skin
or habit. In the swiNE Pox, the same
medicines in small quantities, with trea-:
cle in the wash, fresh brewers grains, or
sweet pollard, the styes being well venti-
lated, or the animals aired abroad. In-
flammation of the lungs, or HEAVINGS,
seems to admit of no remedy, and is
sometimes found to be constitutional or
hereditary in swine. When the EArs of
swine crack, and become scabby in the
field during the summer heats, they should
be frequently anointed with tar and lard.
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